








Che Sunday School Gines 


Copyright 1907 by The Sunday School Times Co. 





Lesson for March 31. 


Philadelphia, March 16, 1907 


Vol. Forty-nine, No. 11 




















a Ee, mosvener gs es ‘ ea 


— pean Se . : ee 
RAE ATI EAR 4 pe SES OD 


LS arse 
2 









Trade Mark 





The Meaning 
of Necco Sweets 


Confectionery excellence 











from the careful selection of 






New England 











ient— st perfec ss of manufac- 
Confectionery Ce , every ingredient through a most perfect es | bes , é i 
‘BOSTON: ture in a factory of ideal cleanliness—to the final packing an 


sealing of each box—this is the meaning of Necco Sweets. 


The seal here shown is the mark by which you may know 
Look for this Seal the five hundred and more varieties of fine confectionery sold 
on every box of under the general name of Necco Sweets. 

Confectionery 


you buy. As an example try a box of 


Kor Goes 


They represent the high standard of the other 500 varieties. 
daintily hidden ’neath a coat of rich chocolate. 
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You will find many delightful flavors 


All dealers who sell high grade goods have Necco Sweets. If your 
dealer does not sell them, send us 25c for an attractive package of 
Lenox Chocolates; or, better still, order one of our special 
$1.00 packages in a handsome art box. Peerless 
Wafers and Necco Tablets are two other ‘‘Neeco’’ 
favorites. The best assurance of their 
wholesomeness is the fact that 
Necco Sweets are above the 
requirements of all Pure 
Food Laws. 
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6% for Mineteen Pears - 


Safe and Profitable Anvestment Based on 
the Ownership of Mew Work Real Estate 


OR more than nineteen years the American Real Estate Com- 
pany has earned and paid 6% on the stroke of the clock to 
thousands of investors the country over, to whom we have 

returned more than $3,000,000 in principal and interest. 

In continuing the issue of our 6% Gold Bonds, we point to Assets 
of $9,446,095.89, including Capital and Surplus of $1,519,518.20, as 
proof of the earning power of our business and the conservatism 
of our 6% rate. Results are the final test of any investment. We 
offer our investors performance as well as promise. 

If you are interested in a safe and profitable investment com- 
bining absolute security, liberal return, and cash availability, we 
ask you to consider the unusual advantages afforded by A-R-E 
Six’s, which are issued in two forms: : 


6% Coupon Bonds—for income investment--purchasable at 
par in multiples of $100; interest payable semi-annually by 
coupons attached ; maturing in ten years, and meanwhiie sub- 
ject to withdrawal on interest payment dates after two years, at 
the option of the owner. " 


6% Accumulative Bonds—for income funding—purchas- 
able on instalments during 10, 15, or 20 years, and enabling the 


: 1 ! person without capital available for income investment to accu- 

quant \ ; me mulate a ogee, tary in a given time by simply investing 

\ a lk each year the equivalent of an ordinary interest on the amount 

\pa Awe | desired. ‘This torm also carries cash values after two years. 

PLA d The yearly payment rates per $1,000 Bond are: 10-year term, 
$71.57; 15-year term, $40.53; 20-year term, $25.65. 


Purity ‘ A-R-E Six’s offer you an ideal medium for a systematic saving 

; or for the investment of money already saved. They are the 
The LILY is the Symbol of Natural Purity--CLEANLINESS. direct contract obligation of this Company secured by its entire 
If Nature were to undertake our Washing and Cleaning for us 


assets. Their value as a safe and profitable medium of invest- 
PEARLINE and PEARLINE'S method would be the means used. 


ment rests upon nearly 20 years of uninterrupted success in a 
Pearline Possesses Peculiar Purifying Properties 


thoroughly established business. 
—besides in doing away with the rubbing it DOES AWAY with | | 


Ne offer you the advantage of investment with us in a business 
thoroughly time-tried and safeguarded, conservative, and sub- 
| 
the worst of the Work and Wear and Tear. 


stantial,—like New York City itself, literally founded on a rock. 
It is the business behind the Bond that counts. 

Write to-day for our literature giving full information regarding 
A-R-E Six’s and the business upon which they are based, includ- 
ing map of New York City, showing location of our extensive 
properties and giving other facts of interest. 


Sina é Eimerican Real Estate Company | 

MORE * THAN . 729 Dun Building, 290 Broadway, New York I | : 

MILLIONS R EVER ae - ’ Saar, 
USE barline BEFORE  SIXS ; _ ' SECURITY 
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“I Have One 
: Property,” 


OTHE So $ 
PRUDENTIAL ,. 
said a man high in the business world, 


y HAS THE ’ : ae 
‘ STRENGTH OF ‘fF : 
GIBRALTAR ‘ ‘‘on which I consider there is absolutely 
f ae wom 3 no hazard or risk of any kind,” and that is 
Be oa og my life imsurance policies. I feel that | 
am taking no business chances of any sort 
in connection with them. They are the 
solitary sure thing in my entire list of 
possessions. All other business, all other 
security, is, to put it roughly, more or less 
of a gamble. I, of course, hope and ex- 
pect to win with most of my investments, 
but shall no doubt lose on some, and 
may on the whole. Smarter men than I have gone to the 
wall who believed themselves perfectly entrenched against 
adverse fortune. But on my life insurance policies I simply 
cannot lose; and, what is better, neither can my estate. 
The money is there, a goodly share of it, ready for me 
the date my endowments mature, and every dollar of it 
ready for my estate if I get through with this world to- 
night. Moreover, it is earning liberal dividends all the 
time, and every policy is worth more this year than it 


ESTED 


CHAPEL ORGANS are 
designed and built under 
the direction of experts 
who are specialists in 
this particular branch of 
organ-building. Many so- 
called chapel organs differ 
from parlor styles merely 
in the case design and the 
number of reeds used, but 
Estey Chapel Organs are 
different right through—in 
action—in bellows capacity 
—in the kind and size of reed 
used—in fact, the whole or- 
gan is the result of sixty 
years’ special study and ex- 
perimenting. 

There are many styles, 
to suit all sizes of church in- 
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Mo Other 
Organ 
Compares with 
The Estey 








teriors. The prices of some was last. I mean every word when I say that in taking 

Nearly 400,000 organs favorites are: $64, $72, $92, ow ee into the = — I “- ever og 
aken in whith I ran no risk whatever. It was and is 

demonstrate Estey Su- $104, $128, $148, $160, the only positively ‘sure thing’ J] have ever assumed.” 





$200, $240, $340, and $420. 


You should protect your family in the same way. 
You can arrange to do it by writing for information, 
now while you think of it, to Department 126. 


THE PRUDENTIAL 


Insurance Company of America 


JOHN F. DRYDEN, Incorporated as a 
President. Stock Company by the State of New Jersey. 


periority. Sixty years’ 





Catalogues and full informa- 


record of exceptional tion mailed free on request. 





achievement underlies 





Estey Organ Co. 


that universal verdict. Grattleboro, Wermont 





Home Office : 
NEWARK, N. J. 
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If Ye, then, Be Risen with Christ” 


By Minnie L. Upton 


ISTEN! ‘If ye, then, be risen,” 
Spake a soul ungyved, unbarred? 
Sending forth its strength and healing 
Unto brothers weak, appealing, 
While its earth-shell, frail and scarred, 
Waited in a Roman prison. 


*‘ Seek those things which are above,’’— 
Soared the strong, free spirit, scorning 
Thought of dallying below, 
Clogged by what earth might bestow, 
Lived he in the “ eternal morning ”’; 
And in overflow of love. 


Thus he strove with souls yet groping 
Toward the Light they fain would follow, 
Feet still clinging to the clods, 
Stumbling, stayed by fallen gods, 
Swerved by lures vain and hollow, — 
Blinded, baffled, ’mid their hoping. 


Still to wavering souls, enticed 
By the same world-old temptation, 
Comes that call with heavenly clearness. 
Do we comprehend the nearness 
And the claims of our high station, 
If we, then, be risen with Christ ? 


BosTONn. 


The Greater and the Lesser Lights 


Souls, like days, have their darkness and their 
light. God above has given the soul of man within, 
as he has the world without, lights to rule our day 
and to rule our night. And as one light differeth 
from another light in glory, the greater lights brighten 





our day, and the lesser lights guide us and help us 
through our night. There are the great lights of joy, 
and success, and present love, and experienced hap- 
piness which like a sun brightens life’s day ; and 
there are the lesser lights of patience, and waiting 
hope, and trust that will not let God go,—lesser as 
the stars are lesser than the sun only because our eyes 
are not strong enough to see them as they really are,— 
these God gives us to. lighten the soul's night. Let 
us turn unto this rest. Let us take up the psalmist 
hymn and sing: ‘Oh give thanks unto Jehovah ; for 
he is good, his loving kindness endureth for ever. ... 
To him that made great lights ; for his loving kind- 
ness endureth for ever ; the sun to rule by day ; for 
his loving kindnes endureth for ever ; the moon and 
stars to rule by night ; for his loving kindness endur- 
eth for ever.... Oh give thanks to the God of 
heaven ; for his loving kindness endureth for ever.’’ 


=< 
The Easter Knowledge 


To know is better than to hope. Hope is a cheery 
improvement upon discouragement, but it is no sub- 
stitute for the conviction that comes with absolute 
knowledge. No trusting child of God ever needs to 
be content with ‘‘hoping for the best’’; he Anows 
that the best, and nothing but the best, is bound to 
be his in God's service. A striking illustration of this 
truth is found in the improved translation given by the 
American Revision to the familiar passage in 1 Cor- 
inthans 15: 1 The Revision reads: ‘‘If we have 
only hoped in Christ in this life, we are of all men 
most pitiable.’” What a blessed Easter message that 
is! What a pitiable anniversary Easter would be if 
it were a reminder of our hope only! Thanks be to 
God, we £xow whom we have believed ; and the mir- 
acle of our resurrection from sin is sure pledge of our 


b 


future sharing of that resurrection of which He was 
the first fruits. 


After the Fall 


What follows his failure is the mark of a man. 
Every man knows what it is to fall. ‘*Men are not 
divided into two classes,’’ writes Mr. Speer, ‘‘ the men 
who fail and the men who succeed. Every man is 
in the failing class.'" But men are divided according 
as they take their failures. Another writer, Mr. 
Gordon, has said of this: ‘*A man may de known 
by the way he gets up from a fall ; he always gets up 
by the side of his main purpose.’’ And President 
King urges: ‘‘If you do fall, go back at once to 
Christ ."" There is both cheer and warning in these 
truths, Christ does not cast off men who fail and who 
come back to him in shame and humiliation seeking 
fresh strength. But deliberate, persistent choice of 
failure may so atrophy one’s life that one wil! not even 
want to get back again. 

—_ 


In the Other’s Shoes 


There is no such thing as working with another per- 
son unless we look at things from that other's stand- 
point. And we must recognize at the outset that his 
standpoint is not our own. Therefore the thing we 
most need to have in mind in any attempt at helpful, 
effective co-operation, is the necessity of thinking 
chiefly about the other fellow, making it our business 
to get into his shoes, so to speak, in order that we 
may at least be on common ground to begin with. In 
that way only have we any hope of bringing him to 
our way of thinking, if indeed that is the desirable 
goal, And we may find, when we see things as he 
sees them, that his ground is a better standing-place 
than our own. 


x 


The Emerging of the Risen Life 


ITH eager questioning, the children of the 
household were gathering facts hitherto un- 
known to them about the crucifixion, and the 

courage of the Master in his sufferings had made a 
deep impression upon them. Suddenly, with a great 
sigh of relief and a glad look in his eyes, one of the 
children spoke out : ‘‘ But, mother, he did rise again 
to life, didn’t he?’’ And that was not merely the 
sign of a load lifted from the mind of a little child ; 
it was the type of the relieved out-speaking of the 
human heart everywhere, in the sure knowledge that 
there was, and is, a rising again. 

It is not only that there is a new life after what we 
call death ; not only that eternal life is a fulfilling of 
the life here. But the rising again of the Son of God, 
whatever may be counted its peculiar significance, 
must ever suggest to the sons of men the broad prin- 
ciple, without which life would be death, —that out of 
what friend and foe count wreck and defeat and a 
sealed and final entombing, there can emerge a risen 
life. 

The dawn of another Easter should bring us fresh 
assurance of this truth. We may have been misun- 
derstood and treated with scant consideration ; our 
convictions may have met with the derision of those 
whom we had thought would be readiest to receive 
them ; our field of service may have been narrowed to 
the influencing of just a few plain people who do not 
quite understand us. And because so much that we have 


tried to do has appeared to be fruitless ; because men— 


do not pay much attention to our putting of truth ; 
because close friends, while they are kind, ask us 
wonderingly what is the use of all the sacrifice that 
goes into the daily task, —because these things are so 


with many of us, we come to think of ourselves 
as failures. But ‘‘the servant is not greater than 
his lord.’’ The course to which Jesus held unswerv- 
ingly led him into crises of conflict with such enemies as 
our petty experiences cannot enable us even to imagine 
with any real vividness. He, indeed, was the colossal 
failure of his time, judged by the standards which in 
our depressed shortsightedness we would use in meas- 
uring life. Yet Christ is risen, That fact flames against 
the dark background of all that hate tried to do to 
thwart the mission of the crucified, and now the risen 
Lord. 

‘* We go about with one another,’’ writes Phillips 
Brooks, of the Eastertide, ‘‘ heart saying to heart 
everywhere, ‘Christ is risen.’ And what makes that 
such a glad greeting is the assurance that is hidden 
in under it, and is heard up through it,—‘we, too, 
shall rise.’ The life of a true Christian seems to me 
to be continually full of Easters ; to be one perpetual 
renewal of things from their lower to their higher, 
from their temporal to their spiritual shape and 
power. This is the true meaning of ‘the self-sacrifice 
and self-denial with which the Christian’ s life is filled. 
You surrender some ambition that had exercised a 
proud power over you, in whose train and shadow you 
had hoped to live with something of its glory cast on 
you. You send that down into its grave and it will 
not rest theré. It comes forth again with its old 
vigor, purified and spiritualized, but made more 
strong and vigorous,-—a holy desire in place of an 
eager passion, as different as was the risen Christ who 
gave his peace to his disciples, from the yet uncruci- 
fied Christ as the populace fancied him, when they 
thought that they could take him by force and make 
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him a King. . . . The partial and imperfect and 
temporary are always being taken away from us and 
buried that the perfect and eternal may rise out of 
their tombs to bless us. This, be assured, is the 
great Easter truth... . We are to be new here and 
now by the power of the resurrection ; not so much 
that we are to live forever, as that we are to, and 
may, live nobly now, because we are to live forever.’’ 

Even as the child in his thought pressed through 
the gloom of Calvary's shadows into the light of that 
Easter dawn, shining down upon the tomb from which 
the stone had been rolled away, so we may well do in 
our thought of life. If we have suffered unspeakable 
wrongs, we shall rise again ; if we have feebly reached 
up, with shackled hands, toward an achievement just 
then beyond our reach, the shackles can be struck 
away, and we can find our reach not shortened by 
needless hindrances; if one whom we love has 
fallen by sin into the ragged ranks of the sham- 
bling, hungry-eyed, wastrel company of discredited 
abjects, through the mighty uplift of the risen Christ 
he too may rise again into clear-eyed, upstanding 
sobriety, fearing to look no clean man in the eyes, 
as blood-brother of the risen life. How futile the 
call of the risen life if its voice could reach only to 
those who give eager and outward sign of readiness to 
hear! Unless we believe that its faintest whisper to 
a soul in the living death can be heard and heeded, 
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how shall we hope that the fallen may be won from 
defeat to victory? Until God gives man up, man 
may not give man up. 

If we ourselves have counted the lesser things greatest, 
have given ourselves, by cheap ideals and tawdry visions 
and self-centered clutching at gain, into the very grip 
of death, the Easter light may well flood into our 
darkened souls, and the risen life emerge for us from 
that which held us entombed. For this is the resur- 
rection message to many a soul shut within the tomb 
of self to-day ;— 


** Rigid I lie in a winding-sheet 
Which my own hands did weave ; 
My narrow cell is my self—my se//, 
Whose wall I may not cleave. 


** But in the dawn of the early morn 
A clear Voice seems to say : 
*I am the Lord of the final Word— _ 
Ye may not say me nay. 


** Unfold your hands, that your brother’s need 
May ever find them free. 
Unbind your feet from their winding-sheet, 
Henceforth they walk with me,’ 


** And lo, I hear! I am blind no more ! 
I am no longer dumb ! 
Out from the doom of a self-wrought tomb 
Pulsate with life I come!’’ 
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What Do We Know About the Creation? 


Of one thing we may be very sure: the first 
chapter of Genesis, like all the rest of the Bible, is 
meant to suggest far more than it defines. . Therefore 
let us not be troubled that questions occur in the 
study of Genesis that we cannot fully answer, An 
Ontario reader asks for fuller information in the line 
of a comment made in these columns by Mr. S. D. 
Gordon. 


In the ‘Quiet Talk on the Lesson” for January 6 Mr. 
Gordon says, ‘' Something occurred that disturbed the created 
earth, and left it in bad shape. ... ‘ The earth decame a waste 
and was without inhabitant.’’* Does this mean that the 
world was perfected before the time spoken of in the second 
verse, and inhabited ? ’ 

Secondly, in his talk on the lesson for January 13, Mr. Gor- 
don writes, ‘* The latest researches and some of the best names 
in the scientific world make one feel very comfortable over 
taking the old Bible story as it stands,"" As I myself like to 
take it ‘‘ as it stands,"*could we have some mention of these 
researches and best names to refer to as authorities ? 


Mr. Gordon's answer to this inquiry is as follows : ~ 


1. Yes, that is the clear inference of Genesis 1 : 2, f. c.; see 
Isaiah 45:18. The story of creation is told in one sentence, 
Genesis 1 : 1; the story of a disturbance in the first clause of 
the second sentence, 1 : 2, f. c. ; the remainder of the chapter 
is occupied with the reshaping after the disturbance or dis- 
aster. ‘There is notime element or any detail in the first sen- 
tence. There is a time element given in the story of the re- 
shaping. 

2. The work of research is a process going on constantly. 
The teaching that man is the highest form of life, evolved 
through a long series of different stages, each leading up to 
the next higher by a process of selection, and so on through, 
was put forward by Darwin, not as a fact, but as a working 
theory. It has had wide currency in the scientific world, but the 
past few years has witnessed a distinct swing away from it as 
not proven by ascertainable facts. Indeed it can be said that 
there has been a decided reaction against it. The names re- 
ferred to make a long list of which a few of the more promi- 
nent are here given: Professor St. George Mivart, Univer- 
sity College, Kensington; Dr. Etheridge, of the British 
Museum ; Professor Lionel S. Beale, King’s College, London; 
Professor Virchow, Berlin; Professor Fleischman, of Er- 
langen. Professor Ernest Haeckel, of Jena, who still holds to 
the Darwinian view, speaks of several ‘distinguished scientists 
who formerly held with him to that view, but are now con- 
vinced of its error, and names Dr. E. Dennert, Dr. Goette of 
Strausburg, Professor Edward Heppe of Hamburg, Professor 
Paulson of Berlin, Professor Rubemeyer of Basel, and Profes- 
sor Wilhelm Max Wundt of Leipsic. 


It is interesting to recall the answer which Dr. 
Torrey made last year te the question as to a hiatus 
between verses 1 and 2 of Genesis 1°; his reply as 
then published in the Times was this : 

‘Yhe Hebrew word translated ‘‘day"’ is constantly used in 


the Old Testament as meaning an extended period. Further- 
more, I don't believe that the first chapter of Genesis describes 


the creation of the world, after the first verse. We are dis- 
tinctly told in Isaiah 45 : 18, Revised Version, that the world 
was not created ‘‘a waste,"’—the word that is translated 
**without form" in Genesis 1 : 2 (see Rev. Ver.). The He- 
brew word so translated is uniformly used in the Old Testa- 
ment of a judgment upon sin (Isa. 24 : 1, Hebrew). I believe 
that between Genesis 1 : 1 and Genesis 1 : 2 there ig a hiatus ; 
that there was a-fall of some pre-Adamic race inhabiting the 
earth, and that the world went down and became without 
form and void in consequence, and that the remaining verses 
of the chapter describe, not the creation, but the rehabilita- 
tion, of the earth, to be the abode of the Adamic race. 


Other questions have been asked, by different read- 
ers, concerning certain statements in one of Professor 
G. Frederick Wright's noteworthy articles published 
in these columns since the first of the year. In an- 
swering those letters Professor Wright makes the fol- 
lowing suggestions : 

Several letters pertaining to statements in my article on 
** Geology and Genesis on the Creation *’ have been received. 


Please permit me, in answering them, to strengthen a few 
points. 

1. The language of the chapter is indeed highly rhetorical 
and poetic. But that does not prevent its statement of facts 
being understood. 

2. The creation of plants was effected when that principle 
of life was introduced. ‘The way is left open for the whole 
Darwinian theory of the origin of later species of plant life 
through natural selection. 

3. ‘The same is true of the creation of birds. 

4. The figurative use of the word ‘‘ day"’ is frequent in ali 
literature, and especially in the Bible. Even Dr. Driver ad- 
mits that it may be so used in Genesis 1. 

5. Yet at no time were the Jews a scientific people. Moses 
was probably more highly educated in science than were the 
men of the captivity. A mathematical correspondent writes 
that the chances that a man ignorant of science should acci- 
dentally hit on so many coincidences with the facts as there 
are in Genesis I are as I to 1,500,000! 

But these matters are more fully discussed in my recent 
book on the ‘‘ Scientific Confirmations of Old Testament His- 
tory,’’ and to that I would refer my correspondents. 

Nothing in present life or duty-doing depends upon 
one’s exact understanding of the physical facts that 
accompanied God's creative work as recorded in 
Genesis 1. But the more intelligently that record is 
studied, the more clearly is it seen to be in harmony 
with the record of God's work which has been pre- 
served to us outside of the Bible. 


=< 
The Challenge to Character 


High pressure is the best compliment to powers 
of resistance. No man wants to have it assumed that 
an easy time is the only appeal that will interest him. 
Every true man responds to the challenge of stress 
and difficulty. Therefore one will get better recruits, 
and more recruits, always, for any campaign that is 
worth fighting, by holding the standard high and let- 
ting the hardships be known fearlessly. This fact is 
illustrated just now by the impression created by a 
letter recently published here. 

The writer of that letter told of his conviction that 
the tenth belongs to the Lord by ‘‘an eternal, unre- 
pealed, and unrepealable principle.’’ _ And he added 
that he held to this conviction in spite of the fact that 
business reverses and family sickness had combined, 
since he began tithing, to make his financial condi- 
tion far worse than it had ever been before. There 
was a true-steel ring of loyalty to God in the letter 
that made one’s blood tingle ; and this is how it im- 
pressed a New York reader : 

Perhaps your correspondent, whom you quoted under 
** Rejoicing in Abundance of Affliction,"’ in the issue of Feb- 
ruary 23, tray be interested to know that-his spirited tetter has 
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decided me to begin to use the tithing system. That letter 
was more inspiring than ten letters showing an increase of 
temporal prosperity. I am,sure that his expression of faith 
will affect others as it has me. 


That is one of the ever-increasing blessings of 
affliction. For Christianity that will stand the test of 
affliction is the kind of Christianity that wins the 
world to Christ, and wins Christians to Christ's high- 
est standards. A Saviour who saves men from char- 
acter-building hardship is not the kind of Saviour 
that mankind would ever follow. The Saviour who 
promises hardship, and who upholds men in the 
midst of hardship, calls men to a kind of service that 
is universally recognized as worth while. This is 
why the Kingdom is steadily gaining in its control of 
the world. 


x 


Ask Marion Lawrance! 


Tell me about * Scotchers ” in Sunday-school work. Who 
are they, and what are their duties ? 

This name, though rather suggestive and catchy, has 
been arbitrarily forced into use by the fertile mind of some 
superintendent, and refers to one or two members from 
each class in the Sunday-school, who are chosen by the 
teacher, or by the teacher and class collectively, if it is an 
organized class. 

Their business is to look up the absent scholars during 
the week, and make a report on the following Sunday. 
They take the names of all absent scholars, with their ade 
dresses, and go after them in rather a vigorous fashion 
during the week, urging them to be present on the followe 
ing Sunday, and reminding them of their delinquency on 
the Sunday before. 

This is not intended to take the place of the teacher’s 
work in any way. The teacher is to visit the absentees 
just the same, or write to them, or telephone to them, or 
in some way get word to them personally in regard to their 
absence. 

Scotchers, however, help a great deal. Many times a 
good deal of class interest is manifested from the activity 
of these Scotchers. In a certain class, of which I have 
been told, two boys who were out Scotching found a de- 
linquent of the previous Sunday, and learned that he had 
no reason for his absence except indifference, and so they 
gave him a good thrashing. That is not put down in the 
rules as a part of the work of the Scotchers, but it seemed 
to work in that case. 

I recall only one Sunday-school now which is using this 
particular name for this particular work, although this work 
is done by thousands of Sunday-schools. The school re- 
ferred to is.superintended by D. H. Marbury of Marbury, 
Alabama, who will no doubt be glad to answer any ques- 
tions you may ask him on the subject. He has a fine school 
in a small village, artd is doing a lot of things worthy of 
commendation. 





Is it practicable to establish a bureau of information in each 
school to notify the school in anogher town or neighbor- 
hood to which a scholar may remove ? 

Capital idea. It is now being done in many places, but 
not as systematically as it should be. Many a member is 
lost to the Sunday-school, as members are lost to the 
church, because they are not properly followed up when 
they remove from one place to another. 

They have a saying in some of the Western States that a 
very large proportion of the church-members who move 
west drop their church letters out of the car-windows as 
they cross the Missouri River, and they are never heard of 
again. This is, no doubt, too true in many cases. A little 
interest shown to a new-comer in any locality by the pastor 
or Sunday-school superintende 2t or a teacher will go far 
towards anchoring the person in that particular church or 
Sunday-school. 

Many schools nowadays have a certificate of dismissal, 
which is given to the member who moves away. If their 
exact destination is known, and the name of those who 
work in the particular church or Sunday-school where the 
member is to live, letters are written direct to them to look 
up this new-comer. I know by experience that this 
works well, I wish there were some uniform certificate 
that would be recognized everywhere upon presentation, 
and that it would be followed by an interchange of let- 
ters between thé superintendents of the two schools in- 
terested. 

Why may not our ‘state and provincial secretaries be 
helpful at this point? Their office could be a clearing- 
house for such transfers, For example, when the members 
move from one town to another, a certificate could be sent 
with a printed explanation to the general secretary, who 
would, under instructions, send it to a superintendent of a 
Sunday-school of the denomination named at the place where 
the member is to reside. Here is a chance for some of you 
general secretaries to launch a scheme that will help greatly 
in this matter. 

There is a growing custom now among those schools who 
use the Robert Raikes Diploma System (and they are found 
in every state of the Union), so that the member who has 
earned a diploma and certain number of seals may, upon 
entering another school which has the same system, begin 
where he left off, and go on completing his diploma. This 
custom is quite common in our own city of Toledo, where 
many-of the schools use this system. 
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The First Appearance of the Semites in History 














- the great national library which was discovered 
at Nineveh, and in nearly every Babylonian ruin 
into which the excavator has dug, a large number 
of stone and clay objects have been found inscribed 
with a strange cuneiform language which differs ma- 
terially from the cuneiform of the Babylonians and 
Assyrians. Some of the tablets contain bilingual 
copies of prayers and hymns, or texts in this unknown 
cuneiform language which scholars call Sumerian, 
with interlinear translations in Assyrian. In the Baby- 
lonian mounds have been found a large number of 
tablets, brick, and vase inscriptions, which are en- 
tirely in the Sumerian writing. The appearance there 
of two cuneiform languages, both upon the same tab- 
lets, and coming from the same place and at the 
same time, have given rise to most heated controver- 
sies among Assyriologists. One group of scholars 
maintains that a more Semitic people known as the 
Sumerians occupied the Mesopotamian valley, em- 
ployed a language which was written in the cuneiform 
characters, and that they were conquered by Semitic 
invaders who occupied their country and adopted, 
along with the older civilization, the Sumerian cunei- 
form characters, to express their own language in 
writing. The opposing group of scholafs, while deny- 
ing all of this, maintains that such a people as the 
Sumerians never existed, and that the cuneiform 
writing erroneously called Sumerian was invented by 
the Semitic priests who would express their thoughts 
and repeat their prayers in a language unintelligible 
to the people. -This was the view held until recently 
by no less a scholar than Professor Delitzsch. 

Hitherto the arguments upon both sides have been 
based largely upon philological evidences, but now 
the recent excavations at Bismya have produced 
more tangible results which will probably settle for- 
ever this important question. And the question, if 
to many it may seem triflng, is one of extreme im- 
portance to the biblical and historical student. It 
asks if the Semites, the people from whom the He- 
brews, Phoenicians, Arabs, and kindred tribes de- 
scended, were the primitive people of Mesopotamia, 
or if, like the wild hordes of Central Asia, which from 
time to time have left their homes, wandered west- 
ward, conquering the civilized nations and absorbing 
their civilization, so at some early time a tribe of bar- 
barian Semites entered the Babylonian plain, con- 
quered the cities of the Sumerians, occupied them, 
and adopted their civilization, their religion and 
their written language as their own. It asks if the 
old Hebrew institutions are of pure Semitic origin, or if 
they may be traced back to the civilization of the non- 
Semitic Sumerians. 

Without repeating the philological arguments of 
others, the importance of which has been greatly over- 
estimated, I would mention the discoveries at Bismya 
which unmistakably point to the Semites as a people 
quite distinct in language, in art, and above all else 
in race, from the earliest Sumerian dwellers of Meso- 
potamia. In previous articles upon the excavation of 
Bismya, I have described the various strata of the 
temple mound, the lowest of which date from an un- 
known antiquity. In one of the upper strata dating 
approximately from 4500 B.C., was the foundation 
of a large temple in connection of which were dis- 
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The two Sumerian heads from Bismya, shown on the right 
and the left, are of a white compact calcite or lime, not marble. 








covered marble statues, entire and fragmentary, 
bronze and marble tablets, vases bearing the votive 
inscriptions of unknown kings, and others engraved 
or inlaid with ivory and bright stones, and in fact ob- 
jects which mark that period as one of an advance- 
ment in art unsurpassed or unequaled before the 
close of the late Babylonian empire. The inscriptions 
which were found in abundance were all in the Su- 
merian language; not one was in Semitic. 

While excavating near the the surface of the temple 
mound, in a stratum above, and, therefore, later than 
than of 4500 B.C., a workman threw out with the dirt 
a crumpled piece of thick gold leaf, which, after be- 
ing straightened out with considerable difficulty, was 
found to bear an inscription of Naram Sin, son of 
Sargo . of 2800 B.C. This, like other inscriptions of 
Naram Sin, found elsewhere, was written in pure Sem- 
itic. Near the gold inscription were found several 
large square bricks, measuring nearly eighteen inches 
along the edges. These bricks are peculiar to the 
Semitic Sargon, the father of Naram Sin. In the 
strata below were only bricks of a shape more or less 
plano-convex, a peculiarity of the bricks from ruins 
in which only pure Sumerian inscriptions are found. 
The appearance of a Semitic inscription and of the 
square bricks peculiar to a Semitic king, resting im- 
mediately upon the ruins abounding in Sumerian 
bricks and Sumerian inscriptions, would at least sug- 
gest that a Sumerian city had been conquered and oc- 
cupied by Semites. 

Near the west corner of the group of Bismya 
mounds we excavated a residential portion of the 
city, and as the debris was removed from the ruins of 
the houses a number of seal impressions bearing the 
name of Sargon, of 3800 B. C., appeared. His name 
was also found upon a clay tablet. Few contract 
tablets were discovered in these houses, but most of 
those which did appear were in the Semitic language. 
Beneath the floor of one of the small houses was a 
jar whose mouth had been covered with cloth and 
sealed with’mud. Although the cloth had long ago 
disappeared, the impressions of its threads were still 
visible upon the dried mud. Within the jar were a 
number of contract tablets and clay seal impressions, 
forming a collection of the business documents of one 
man, The tablets, written in Semitic, were receipts 
for sesame oil of Agade, the city which Sargon called 
his home. This was undoubtedly the Semitic quarter 
of Bismya. In other parts of Bismya were discovered 
residential quarters which bore no traces of a Semitic 
occupation. In one mound along the southwest side 
two thousand inscribed tablets, mostly contracts, 


Semite Head of Alabaster, from Bismya. 








were recovered, and not one of them was in Semitic. 
If Sumerian is a secret language, manufactured by 
Semitic priests, why did the people employ it for re- 
cording their contracts, and in their ordinary busi- 
ness correspondence? and why was Sumerian writ- 
ten and undoubtedly spoken in one part of the city, 
and Semitic in another ? 

The evidence already presented is sufficient to show 
that the Sumerian was a language of a people, and 
not a secret language for the use of priests, and that 
therefore the Sumerians and Semites were two dis- 
tinct nations. Still stronger evidence was presented 
by the Bismya ruins. At Telioh and elsewhere a 
number of statues, or the heads of statues, of various 
stones and sizes, have been discovered ; upon many 
of them are inscriptions in the purest Sumerian, and 
other inscriptions found in connection with the stat- 
ues are also in Sumerian, and the bricks are plano- 
convex. The heads of these statues are all of one 
type ; the face is round, and both it and the head are 
shaved. The nose is short, suggestive of the pug, 
and the chin is square. In general the type resem- 
bles that of the Mongolian far more than the Semitic. 
Such heads were also found in connection with the 
plano-convex brick temple at Bismya. One belongs 
to the statue of a King David ; four others, whose bod- 
ies were in fragments, were of a smaller size. In the 
upper strata of the temple, where the bricks of Sar- 
gon and the gold of Naram Sin appeared, was also 
found a small white alabaster head of an enti-ely dif- 
ferent type. It is not so round as the others, the face 
is long and thin, the nose is of a decided aquiline 
form peculiar to the Semitic race ; the narrow chin, 
slightly receding, is covered with a pointed beard, 
and upon the upper lip is a mustache. A closely- 
fitting cap is on the head. Into the large sockets for 
the eyes are fitted eyeballs of ivory, which, when 
found, were held in place by means of bitumen, but 
the stones which once represented the pupils of the 
eyes are missing. So different isthis head from those 
found in ruins bearing Sumerian inscriptions that a 
glance is sufficient to recognize it as belonging toa 
different race of people. The features are unmistaka- 
bly Semitic, and one may confidently say that it is 
the only known head of the statue of an early Semite, 
sculptured not far from the time when the Semites 
conquered the Sumerians and adopted their civiliza- 
tion. 

That the smooth face is a peculiarity of the early 
Sumerians, judging from their statues, has long been 
known. It is now equally clear that the Semites, as 
at all times in their later history, wore their beards long. 
For a modern Semite of Mesopotamia to shave his 
face is still a disgrace. The bas-relief of Naram Sin, 
who, with the exception of his father and possibly one 
other, is the earliest known Semite, is represented 
upon his bas-relief with a long beard. So is the 
Semite Hammurabi of fourteen centuries later, and all 
of the Assyrian kings. On the other hand no Sumerian 
either upon a statue or bas-relief is represented with a 
beard. 

Who these Semites of whom Sargon seems to have 
been the great leader were, or whence they came, the 
ruins of Bismya tell us nothing. Whether they came 
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LESSON 13. 
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(Or, EASTER LESSON. 


FIRST QUARTERLY REVIEW 
1 Cor. 15 : 12-21, 55-58. Memory verse, 57) 


Golden Text for the Quarter: The Lord knoweth them that are his.—2 Tim. 2: 19 


—— 





The Review Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


To the Pupils, in Class 





F YOU were offered your choice between a life of 

| cruel, tormenting bondage, er a life of joyous 

freedom, which would you take? Do you think 

everyone would choose as you do? Do you think 
anyone ever chose any other way ? 


God once offered that very choice to two of his 
children. They lived in a Garden, called Eden. Who 
were they ? hich choice did they make? Professor 
Beecher says suggestively ; ‘‘ They foolishly seek the 
forbidden freedoin, and find it to be bitter slavery.” 
How was it that Adam and Eve got so confused that 
they mixed up freedom and slavery? Why, there 
was a third party in the case, and he /ted to them. 
It was his business to make God's children think 
freedom was slavery, and slavery was freedom. That 
has been his business ever since, so he is called the 
Father of Lies. He succeeded with Adam and Eve. 
Has he ever succeeded since ? 


God made man free, not a slave. God intended 
man to remain free. Man defeated God’s plan, and 
chose slavery. Then God tried to undo man's awful 
mistake, by offering to free him again, and to help 
him keep hee. How God has done this, and what 
man has done with God’s loving offer, is the true 
story that the Bible gives us. We are having our 
opportunity this year to go back to the very begin- 
ning of the story, and to learn for ourselves just 
what happened, and why. And to-day we are going 
to get a mew view, in a different way, of that part of 
the story which we have been studying since the 
first of the year. 

Now I want each of you to take one of these sheets 
of paper, and a pencil. [The teacher will have pro- 
vided enough pencils and sheets of foolscap to supply 
one to each pupil; each sheet will have been marked 
into three columns by two vertical lines running to 
within an inch of the top.] 


Let us all write across the top of our sheets, above 
the lines.of division, in large letters, the Bible’s own 
definition of God. It is very short and simple,—only 
three words. Who can give it? Yes: ‘‘GOD IS 
LOVE.” 

God's love is constantly showing itself in the story 
of which we are going to get this new view to-day. 
So let us write, at the head of the left-hand column, 
**God’s Love.” 

Man kept resisting God's love, and God’s plans for 
man’s joy and freedom, and kept choosing slavery. 
Every time man did that, as7# wascommitted. That 
is what sin is: breaking with God's love; seeking 
slavery instead of the freedom that God’s love has 
»“lanned for us. So at the top of the middle column 
fet us write the words ‘t Man's Slavery.” 

But man did not always resist God’s love. Some- 
times he accepted it, and chose freedom instead of 
slavery, listening to God's loving truth instead of the 
Devil’s hateful lying. So we will write at the top of 
the right-hand column ‘‘ Man's Freedom.” 

And now, just as rapidly as we can in the few min- 
utes we have together, let us set down, in the proper 
columns, those acts of God and of man of which we 
have learned in this year’s lessons that stand for 
God's lave, for man’s slavery, and for man's freedom. 
So that we may have the facts .all before us, I have 
brought enough of these slips showing the quarter’s 
lessons for each to have one. 


Suggestions to the Teacher 





A list of the lesson titles and references, such as is 
given on this page, either with or without the Golden 
Texts, can readily be prepared for each pupil, or 
clipped from lesson papers. -Let such a list, with 
Bibles, be the only ‘‘help” in. class. Under no cir- 
cumstances let pupils or teacher have the quarterly 
or other lesson-help in use in class.. The head of the 
sheet of foolscap will now look like this : 





GOD IS LOVE 


God's Love Man's Slavery Man's Freedom 











Let the pupils make all the suggestions for filling 
in the columns, if possible, adding to them yourself 
only if something specially important is being over- 


looked. The suggestions should come thick and fast. 
Here are just a few of the possible ones: 


**God’s Love” 
Creating this beautiful world. 
Creating us in his own image. 
Giving the whole world to man. 
Giving us a Sabbath. : 
Cleansing the world of its sin, by the flood. 
Giving the world another chance, through Noah. 


Man’s Slavery 
Eating that which brings death. 
Giving way to hatred and murder. 
Lot's yielding to a selfish choice. 
Sodom's slavery to sin and death, 
oor slavery to the lie. 
<sau's slavery to hatred. 


Man’s Freedom 
Abel's acceptable sacrifice. 
Noah's righteousness and blessing. 
Abram’s answer to God's call. 
Abram's choosing to put Lot first. 
Abram's resting on God's promises. 
Isaac's refusal to quarrel. 


Each pupil will fill in every correct entry on his or 
her own sheet, so that at the close all the papers will 
read alike. If the pupils are not likely to be able to 
write down the entries rapidly enough, the teacher 
may, if preferred, do all the writing on a single sheet, 
letting the pupils’ part in the exercise be simply the 
discovering of the proper entries from the quarter’s 
lessons. But if the pupils can fillin their own papers, 
the impression is likely to be more lasting. 

Take a moment at the close to read aloud, or have 
different pupils read, the entire contents of the com- 
pleted paper, column by column. 


Then ask for the Golden Text of the Third Lesson, 
and the Golden Text of the Easter Lesson. That 
will give the opportunity to close this review exercise 
with the Easter teaching. God’s loving plan of /ife 
for his children was not defeated by Adam, except so 
far as any one decides for himself to choose slavery 
instead of freedom, death instead of life. The mes- 
sage of every Easter is the call of life and freedom to 
us all. , 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 


(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue.) 


In order that the teacher may have help in both the 
quarter’s review and the optional Easter lesson, it will be 
noticed that some of the lesson-writers this week treat of 
one, some of the other. 

The two sections into which Professor Beecher’s article 
is divided indicate the plan of the Lesson Committee. 
‘*The Beginnings of God’s Chosen People’’ continue 
through the 6th Lesson of the Second Quarter ; from there 





The Mystery Box 


Occasionally the answers to questions asked here 
will be found in the lesson text or elsewhere in the 
Bible. Answers to all the other questions can be 
found in the lesson articles, or in the italic sen- 
fences between articles, in this tssue. 





1. Name the men whose names are given in the 
titles of the Quarter’s Lessons, 

2. Name all th: other persons mentioned in the 
Quarter’s Lessons, but not mentioned in the lesson 
titles. 

3. How may we best know our trothers ? 

4. What did Adam and Eve find when they fool- 
ishly sought the forbidden freedom ? 

5. What are the great elemental and universal 
truths of the Bible which make it one book ? 

6. Which of the Golden Texts of the Quarter do 
you believe is the most important for us to re- 
member ? 

7. What kind of prayer finds most of God ? 

8. Why, according to the Bible account, did 
Esau lose his birthright ? 

9. What two homes did Abram have before he 
came to the land of Canaan ? 

10. In what way did God approve Abraham’s 
eager asking, and answer his prayer for Sodom ? 

11. For the purpose of showing what, were the 
early Old Testament books written ? 

12. What are the early Genesis chapters, beyond 
being ‘* mere records of things that happened ’’ ? 

13. In what way does the New Testament, after 
Christ’s resurrection, speak of death? 

14. What is the only way to the crown of victory ? 

15. Give some of the characteristics of Abraham 
that show he was a picked man. 








through the year the lessons are on ‘*The Beginnings of 
the Hebrew Nation.”’ 

God’s choice of Abram and his seed ‘‘does not say that 
he granted them a monopoly of his favor, but that, by way 
of signal favor to all mankind, he chose Abram as his spe- 
cial medium for revealing himself to mankind ’’ (Beecher, 
on Lesson 6). 

**The case of Jacob is not encouraging to one who 
would do evil that good may come, but we may find it re- 
assuring to be reminded that God can accompiish his pur- 
poses in spite of the unworthiness of his chosen agents ”’ 
(Beecher, last paragraph). 

Mr. Cope’s ‘Twelve Sentences’? may be made the 
basis of a test-review, by seeing whether the pupils can 
name the lesson to which each sentence refers, the sen- 
tences being read to them out of consecutive order, 

A written-review plan, so simple‘that it will catch the 
younger pupils ‘‘ off their guard’’ and hold them, is de- 
scribed by Mr. Foster, 

PHILADELPHIA, 


tat 
Titles and Golden Texts 


I, GOD THE CREATOR (Gen. I : 1-25). 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth.—Gen. 1: 1. 
2. MAN MADE IN THE IMAGE oF Gop (Gen. 1 : 26 
to2: 3). 
God created man in his own image, in the image 
of God created he him.—Gen. z : 27. 
3. Man’s SIN AND Gop’s PromisE (Gen. 3 : 1-6, 13-15). 
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall ail 
be made alive.—z Cor. 15: 22. 
4. THE Story oF CaIn AND ABEL (Gen. 4: 3-15). 
Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.—z 
John 3: 15. 
5. Noau SAVED IN THE ARK (Gen. 8 : 1-16). 
The salvation of the righteous is of Jehovah.— 
Psa. 37 : 39. 
6. ABRAM CALLED TO BE A BLEssING (Gen. 12: 1-8). 
I will blcss thee, and make thy name great ; and 
be thou a blessing.—Gem. 12: 2. 
7. Lot’s Cuoice (Gen. 13 : 1-13). 
Take heed, and keep yourselves from all covetous- 
ness.—Luke 12: 15. 
“8. Gop’s COVENANT WITH ABRAM (Gen, 15 : 1, 5-16). 
He believed in Jehovah; and he reckoned it to him 
for righteousness.—Gen. 15: 6. 
9g. ABRAHAM PLEADING FOR:Sopom (Gen. 18 : 16-33). 
They ought always to pray, and not to faint.— 
Luke 18: 1. 
10. Isaac A LOVER OF PEACE (Gen. 26 : 12-25). 
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called sons of God.—Matz. 5: 9. 


st. ee AND Esau (Gen. 27 : 15-23, 41-45). 
Lying lips are an abomination to Jehovah: but they 
that deal truly are his delight.—Prov. 12: 22. 
12, WOES OF DRUNKENNESS (Isa. 28 : 7-13). 
Wine and. new wine take away the understanding. 
—Hosea 4: 11. 
13. EasTER Lesson. (1 Cor. 15 : 12-21, 55-58). + 
Now hath Christ been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of them that are asleep.—z Cor. 25 : 20. 
Or REviEw (Psa. 104), 
The Lord knoweth them that are his.—2 77m, 2: 79. 
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Facts and Teachings of the Quarter 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 





1. The Beginning’ of Mankind. 


* ESSON 1.—God the Creator: Arecord of God’s 
originating the earth and its order, and the skies 
as related to the earth. Presumably the writer 

regarded the processes which he describes as extend- 
ing over unknown lengths of time, but he puts his de- 
scription into the form of.an account of a week’s work 
of Deity, his purpose being to illustrate the greatness 
of God, and to present the Sabbath as a divinely a 

pointed part of the constitution of the universe. He 
begins with the earth as a formless, surfaceless, fluid 
mass, in utter darkness, but subject to the operation 
of the infinite Spirit. As the first step toward order 
the periphery becomes affected by light, light alter- 
nating with darkness in successive days and nights. 
In.the second stage of the clearing and delimiting 
process thus begun, the earth comes to have a water 
surface, with an atmospheric expanse above it, and 
other (vaporous). waters above that. As a third 
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stage, a land surface emerges, and vegetation begins. 
As a fourth the sun and moon and stars become visi- 
ble in the sky. Asa fifth appear the animals of the 
water and the air, and as a sixth the land animals, 
man being the culminating product. Each of these 
stages of the process has continued from its begin- 
ning till the present time. In them all God was pro- 
viding a habitation for mankind. 

Lesson 2.—Man Made in the Image of God: A 
continuation of the account begun in the preceding 
lesson. God creates man and places him in the habi- 
tation he has prepared. The image of God in man 
consists especially in two things. First, by his 
superior mental and moral endowments man is affili- 
ated with the infinite Spirit rather than with the 
lower orders of being. Second, man is like God in 
his prerogative of dominion over other created be- 
ings. 

Lenees 3.—Man's Sin and God's Promise: The 
man and the woman, though innocent, are inexperi- 
enced. The tempter stirs them to discontent be- 
cause restrictions have been placed upon them, and 
by ridicule he arouses in them a longing for an ex- 

erimental knowledge of evil as well as of good. 

hey foolishly seek the forbidden freedom, and find 
it to be bitter slavery. For man, thus fallen, God 
provides and promises redemption. 

Lésson 4.— The Story of Cain and Abel: Abel ap- 
proaches God in an act of worship which expresses 
consciousness of ill desert, penitence, desire for par- 
don, self-surrender. Cain refuses such worship, 
though he is willing to pay homage to God as his 
superior. As the result of this attitude, his spiritual 
nature degenerates. He becomes a murderer; and in 
some sense an outcast. Yet God still exercises care 
and protection over him. According tothe preceding 
lesson, God has provided redemption for sinful men ; 
in this lesson God displays his longsuffering in be- 
half of one particularly sinful man. 

Lesson 5.—Noah Saved in the Ark: The conse- 
quences of wrongdoing have spread, and the race 
has become corrupt. In order to punish the wicked, 
and to establish a state of things in which there shall 
be practically a new human race, with more favor- 
able conditions, God sends a flood, whence only one 
family escape. Their escape is due to the precau- 
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tions they take, thereby exhibiting their faith in 
God's warning and promise. Evenin the most severe 
and terrible measures which he takes, God's care for 
his human children is still manifest. 


2. The Beginnings of God’s Chosen People. 





Lesson 6.—Abram Called to be a Blessing: Very 
important in the course of history have been the mi- 


grations of peoples from one region to another, Prob-_ 


ably no other migration has had such far-reaching 
results as that of Abram, first from Ur to Hharan, 
and later from Hharan to Canaan. It was a migra- 
tion, by a divine call, of a people who thus became 
peculiarly Jehovah’s own people. The narrative does 
not say that they were Tebsvah’s only people, but 
that he claimed all the peoples as his. It does not 
say that he granted them a monopoly of his favor, 
but that, by way of signal favor to all mankind, he 
chose Abram as his especial medium for revealing 
himself to mankind: .‘‘ And in thee shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.” 

Lesson 7.—Lo?’s Choice: Lot’s proposal to the men 
of Sodom (Gen. 19 : 8) must be regarded as ironical 
and defiant.. He says in effect: You might as well 
expect me to consent to the dishonor of my family as 
to that of my guests. The accounts insistently repre- 
sent him as a righteous man. He has the courage to 
face acrowd alone. But he is a man who lacks in 
decision of character, who lingers (Gen. 19 : 16) when 
he ought to act. 

Lesson 8.—God’s Covenant with Abram: Abram 
‘*was wont to believe in Jehovah, and he reckoned 
it to him for righteousness.” As the years passed, 
and it became evident that the separation from Lot 
was final, Abram’s faith was sorely tried, and Je- 
hovah granted him reassurance through a super- 
human manifestation in the solemnities of a covenant. 

Lesson 9.—Abraham Pleading for Sodom: After a 
good many years God made a second covenant with 
Abram, changing his name to Abraham, and making 
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definite the promise that a son should be born to him 
within a few months. A little later this was con- 
firmed by a theophany of a peculiarly marked and 
vivid character. It is under the inspiring influence 
of these marks of the divine favor that Abraham 
makes his bold for Sodom. God approves Abra- 
ham's eager asking, and answers, not by sparing 
Sodom, but by causing Lot to escape. 

Lesson 10.—/saac a Lover of Peace: Many de- 
cades passed ; Isaac was born and married ; his sons 
Esau and Jacob were born ; when they were fifteen 
years old Abraham died, and Isaac succeeded him as 
the head of the tribe. Isaac is a commonplace man 
as compared with Abraham or Jacob, but he is per- 
haps not their inferior in point of ability or force of 
character. He is an enterprising resident of a re- 
gion, who cannot be drawn into quarrels, and who 
succeeds in spite of difficulties. 

Lesson 11.—/acob and Esau; The account. says 
that Esau lost the birthright, not by Jacob’s cheating 
him out of it, but by his own attitude and conduct, 
He undervalued it, adopted habits of life that un- 
fitted him for its duties, contracted marriages that 
were unsuitable to it, and finally abandoned it. At 
the point where the lessons of the quarter end, Jacob 
has made his brilliant but wicked attempts to obtain 
the birthright by fraud. The lessons to follow ex- 
hibit the failure of these attempts, the miserably bad 
consequences of them, Jacob’s change of character, 
his relinquishment of his unrighteous claim, and how, 
afterward, he was providentially put into possession 
of the pre-eminence to which Providence had foreor- 
dained him. The case of Jacobis not encouraging 
to one who would do evil that good may come, but we 
may find it reassuring to be reminded that God can 
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accomplish his purposes inspite of the unworthiness 
of his chosen agents. 


AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 


a 
The Lessons in Twelve Sentences 


By the Rev. Henry F. Cope 


The might that works through a million years 
ts not less than that which works through a 
moment, 


2. The words of time must always be inadequate 
to describe the works of eternity. 


hy 


3. The path of overcoming ts the only way to the 
crown of victory. 

4. Wedo not know our brothers until we know 
our Father. 

5. When God puts the world to school the lessons 
are not soon forgotten. ; 

6. They have the blessing who live to bless. 

7. Every great gain ts due to something given up. 

& It is no use seeing God unless you can believe 


him. 
9g. The unselfish prayer always finds most of God. 


ro. The meck man ts the one who cannot be agitated 
by anything but deep thing's. 


mz. They who wander in crooked ways are sure lo 
turn their backs on God. 


2. The ascetic life is the only one possible to those 
who would serve a sin-sick world. 
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First Fruits—Full Fruits 


By S. D. 


sie HEY say” comes of long-lived stock. It is a 

very old family, tenacious of its traditions, 

One of the earlier branches lived in Greece, in 
Corinth, in the first century A.D. Their name was 
spelled a little differently, ‘‘ how say some.”’ ‘*They 
say” said then that Jesus did not rise. They are 
still saying the same thing. They probably will 
continue to say it regardless of any evidence or proofs 
to the contray. 

Paul's answer is a simple positive assertion—‘* now 
hath Christ been risen.’’ ‘The old records are very 
simple regarding this matter, and very satisfactory. 
The disciples who stood closest to Jesus had no ex- 
pectation of his rising, were utterly bewildered by 
the news of it, were slow to believe it, and even stub- 
born in refusing to believe it; yet they came to be- 
lieve it. And their belief went through the hardest 
test known, that of severe prolonged suffering. 

Jesus’ rising was a ‘first fruits.” That is the 
language of harvest. There is to be a harvest of 
life. ‘There has been a harvest of death. Death has 
been. pictured with a huge, keen-edged scythe, and 
called the ‘‘grim reaper.” Death.is epidemic the 
earth around and time through from the Eden break 
till now. Ithas been a long harvest. Now the same 
language is used of its conqueror—life. There is to 
be a harvest of life. Whendeath lays its cold, heavy 
hand upon some loved one, remember this is tempor- 
ary; there is to be a harvest of life coming in place 
of death. Harvest naturally means abundance. So 
with this coming harvest; it will be of life, and of 
life in greater fulness and freedom and ecstasy of 
living than anybody has ever yet known, or thought 
of even in his dreams. 

Jesus’ rising up into a new life was the beginning, 
the first fruits, of a new life for all the world. The 
world’s life has come to know a resurrection life since 
Jesus’ resurrection. True, it has been a sort of inter- 
mittent resurrection. The long dark ages are more 
svt ggestive of death than of life, yet they prove a long 
hyphen in between times. A wondrous new life has 
come to all the earth, truly a resurrection life out of 
a dead past since Jesus’ rising. The grave-cloths 
were pretty much disturbed when the colossal Refor- 
mation movement wakened Europe into new life. In 
our own times they are being laid aside yet more. 
The world is knowing a new life, material, intel- 
lectual and moral. And withaqut doubt it has been 
the touch of Jesus’ resurrection life that has brought 
all this new life. 

But there is more than this. Ah! there is yet more, 
much more, and much sweeter and deeper. As Je- 
sus rose up out of the embrace of death, and met his 
loved ones, and was recognized by them, and held 
sweet intercourse with them, so will it be with every 
one who has vital touch with him. The earth has 
—— its arms and held close to its heart the forms 
of our loved. ‘Those arms will open again, and these 
loved shall rise up and meet those they love, and be 
recognized and have sweetest intercourse.: Wher 
Jesus comes back and down. again—no man knows 
when — these shall. rise up, drawn by the. magnet- 
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ism of his presence. This is the meaning of ‘ first 
fruits.”’ 

In the material world the first fruits goes before 
the harvest, but not long before. Just a little wait- 
ing, and then all is ready to be gathered. It seems 
a long while between this first fruits of Jesus’ rising 
and the harvest of the sort of bodily life into which 
Jesus rose. Yet that is because we are a bit low 
down, and do not easily get the long range look. 
Man’s long whiles are God’s little whiles. he dis- 
ciples were bothered over Jesus’ ‘‘ little while” in 
that Thursday night talk (John 16: 16-19). It proved 
to be a very little while indeed. Yet it seemed a 
very long while to them after hisdeath. That Satur- 
day when his body lay in the tomb seemed to drag its 
hours by endlessly; especially to Peter who had some 
things to fix up 7/ he might meet the Master again, 
when he might meet him again—which way did /e 
put it that day? 

But that same phrase, ‘a little while,” is used for 
a very much longer while, and yet it is used with a 
sharpening emphasis upon the littleness of it. The 
Hebrews writer (10: 37) is speaking to those perse- 
cuted Christians about how long it would be before 
the Lord would come again and deliver them from 
the persecution. He quotes a Habakkuk passage 
(2: 3) in these words, literally, ‘‘ for yet a little while 
—how little ! how little !! and he that cometh shall 
come.” The Habakkuk passage itself uses a yet 
more significant word: the time appointed ‘ as/- 
eth”—or panteti—toward the end, ... though it 
tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will 
not delay.” ‘That interval has run through long cen- 
turies, yet in the whole swing of our eternal lives it 
is short; and not only so, but there is said to be a 
panting on God's side to shorten it. This is the 
meaning of that ‘first fruits.”” For every sore heart 
and lonely life, ‘‘ first fruits” spells out the shortness 
of the time before we shall meet our loved ones again, 
and it spells out, too, the eagerness of our Lord to 
bring in quickly the harvest of life. It seems long. 
It zs short; short to God, and shorter to us as we get 
so close to God as to see time through his eyes. And 
when it seems longest we should remember that it 
will all be less than a clock-tick of the years we shall 
have with them after a while, and with him. 

Paul ends his argument on the resurrection with an 
intensely practical ‘‘wherefore.” The resurrection 
is the mosi practical of facts. It puts a man on his 
feet. He hasasure footing. Nomatter what comes, 
sickness, persecution, loss of loved ones, death by 
violence or otherwise, he is a victor. These things 
are all temporary. Just a bit ahead, a little more 
steady pulling and patient suffering, and health and 
life and a new fulness of both are assured, because 
— rose up out of death, and lives. One not only 
has sure footing, but it sends him forward with a 
bound to his service; there is a joyous leap, a fine 
tingle of spirit, for he is working and watching and 
waiting for a living Jesus to bring in the ful/ fruzts 
of life. 

Maopison, 'N. J. 












Yriental Lesson-Lights 





ie HE Lorp Knowetu THem TuHaTt Are His” 

(2 Tim. 2:19). On an evening last Junea 

native of our Mt. Lebanon village, who had 
been for some years in Australia, suddenly presented 
himself and knocked at the door of his own home. 
His mother did not know him and she refused to 
open the door, and her son was kept out until he 
went to a neighbor and stated his case, and asked 
help to establish his identity. Embarrassment and 
subsequent amusement at this kind of thing happens 
often, for Eastern youths change much and quickly 
in voice and appearance, so that after an absence of 
some length they pass beyond the recognition of their 
friends. 

In this an apology may be found for Saul and Ab- 
ner who failed to know David (1 Sam. 17: §5). 

A terrible story is current that a Syrian youth, 
after an absence of some years, returned to his par- 
ents ; they did not know him, and he did not reveal 
his identity either, and led them to believe that there 
was wealth in gold about his person, but the comedy 
ended in a tragedy. The father knew not that the 
stranger was his own, and so he dispatched him for 
the sake of his money. 

Had Paul or his readers any such incidents in mind 
when he wrote, ‘The Lord knoweth them that are 
his’’? Moreover, the words of the text of this quar- 
ter could easily have been the words engraved on 
some great man’s seal, for this is suggested my Pe 
first part of the verse,—‘t having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth,” etc. 

Seals and signet rings usually, but not invariably, 
bore and bear the name of the individuals owning 
them. The seal of the first and greatest Caliph, 
Abu Bekr, was inscribed ‘‘Allah |the best of poten- 
tates.” Later Caliphs, like their predecessors the 
Persians, made different seals for different depart- 
ments of state inscribed with apothegms, such as the 
text of this quarter. 

*©On Deatu, WHERE Is THY STING?” (v. 55). For 
‘* sting” the Arabic translators use show£az, literally it 
means ‘a thorn,” but symbolically dominion, power, 
effectiveness.” It is a superlative attribute of his 
majesty the Sultan. He alone among sovereigns is 
described as Sahib el Showkat the owner of the thorn, 
that is, the master of power. By sting, then, must 
be understood, not merely — or biting, but 
crushing, that is to say, death’s crushing power and 
dominion are annihilated. 

SHWEIR, Mr. LEBANON, SYRIA, 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


HEN the notes for The Busy Man’s Corner 
W were proposed 5 a Editor, he suggested 
that an article prepared explaining the 
intention and scope of them, with some suggestion 
as to their use. 


The writer, however, thought it would be best to 
let the notes be their own apology, and if there was 
anything to be said, to say it after the readers of The 
Sunday School Times had become familiar with the 
writer, and were in a humor to listen. And this 
Review interval seems to be a good time. 


In the first place, I should just like to know whether 
these comments, as now shaped, are found to be help- 
ful to those for whom they are intended, or are they 
too prolix or too short? I should be glad to have a 
postal-card of criticism. 


In these notes the very best things are the references. 
They are the words of God, and not mine. If the 
teaching period in our Sunday-schools was longer, 
the as Scripture with Scripture would be 
the best teaching method. At one time I had an 
hour for my class, and used this method with the best 
results I have ever had in teaching. There is power 
in God’s Word. 


I believe the Scripture references given in these 
notes will be found to fit without any forcing or 
twisting. Great pains have been taken with them, 
and they are used sparingly. For this reason, they 
should be looked up in every instance, otherwise the 
notes will not be understood, and often seem down- 
right silly. The Scripture verse referred to often 
contains the very nub and point of the whole teach- 
ing, and to miss the verse is to miss everything. If 
you cannot look up the few verses called for, do not 
use the notes, for they are as ‘‘ sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal” apart from the Scripture. 


One great value of good Bible. references, espe- 
cially in large classes, is as wakers-up. If over in a 
corner a scholar seems to be listless or sleepy or gets 
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talky, the teacher has only to say, ‘‘ John, I wish you 
would kindly get James 3: 5-8, and have it ready 
for us presenfly,” to find John immediately all atten- 
tion, wide-awake, and the talking stopped. Besides, 
I have never had a class, young or old, but that the 
scholars liked to have a little something to do, and 
looked up the references with real pleasure. The 
mere effort of finding the Bible passage also serves 
to ae the truth of the passage. sure to look 
up all the references, or avoid the ‘‘ Corner.” 


You are not supposed to use these notes eee. 
They are my notes, and not yours. My clothes fit me. 
It is hardly likely they will fit you. You can adopt 
the style, if it appeals to you,—but the stuff should 
your own selection, and cut to your own figure! This 
is simply a 1907 fashion-plate for teaching which The 
Sunday School Times is setting out this year. They 
will have a beiter one next year! 


I dontend—and strenuously, too—that every truly 
converted man (and woman) of average intelligence 
has the material in him for good Sunday-school teach- 
ing. Every normal adult life has back of it a rich store 
of experiences both goodand bad. This store can be 
drawn upon with telling effect in Sunday-school 
teaching, either for inspiration or for warning. The 
only thing the superintendent has to do is to set such 
an individual in the midst of a class of boys or girls, 
get him at his ease, and start him going, to have a 
good teacher. 
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Of course you will note I said a converted man 
and woman,—the real thing. 


It is the intention of these notes, in their present 
shape, to start the teacher going out of his own ex- 
riences. ‘They are as cups of water poured into 
a pump. There are usually seven or eight cup- 
fulls to a lesson. If the first cup-full fails to 
start the water flowing as you vigorously work the 
handle, keep on pouring in as long as the cup-fulls 
last. If the pump of er being does not then throw 
the living water out of your life, the notes have failed 
for you, and you must seek some other ‘ corner.” 


The trouble with most Sunday-school teachers 
lies in the fact they make greater effort to teach 
from the head than from the heart. Head-work ap- 
plies to week-day schoolteaching. Heart-work applies 
to Sunday-school teaching. Heart experiences reach 
other hearts. Open the windows of your heart and 
let your boys an — peep in. That is the kind of 
teaching which tells. 


This is about all I have to say in connection with 
these notes. I am glad at any time to receive any 
criticism. 1 promise not to talk back if I am ‘‘called 
down.”” I am always glad to be ‘‘ kept straight,” for 
I am only a plain, every-day Sunday-school worker 
like the rest of you, passing on to you, as best I can, 
the things and thoughts that have been helpful to me. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for every 
anecdotal lesson illustration that can be used, 

and two dollars for the des¢ illustration used for each 
week's lesson. But note particularly the following: 


Each separate illustration must be signed by the 
sender's name and address, and must state the source 
from which the illustration was taken. 

The number of manuscripts submitted by readers 
in this department is so large that it is not practicable 
to return unavailable manuscripts. Do not enclose 
return postage, as no manuscripts can be returned. 

The dates on which illustrations are due is shown 
by this calendar. 


ee eee ae ee ee a ee Due Mar. 23 
13. June 30.—Temperance Lesson (1 Cor. 10 : 23-33) . «“ Mar. 30 
x. July 7.—God Feeds Israel in the Wilderness (Exod. 
A ar ae eae ee “April 6 
2. July 144.—The Ten Commandments— Duties Toward 
God (Exod. 20: 1-32)... .. 2 - ** April 13 - 
3. July 21.—The Ten Commandments— Duties Toward 
Men (Exod 20: 12-17) ....... * April 20 
4. July 28.—The Golden Calf (Exod, 32 : 1-8, 30-35) . ** April «7 
5. August 4.—The Tabernacle (Exod. 40 : 1-13, 34-38) . « May 4 
6. August r11.—The Sin of Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10: 


POR se cet es be 66 OFS 68 “ May 11 
Asleep, Not Dead—v. 18. 


“ SLEEP in Christ” (vy. 18). At the funeral of 
A Dr. A. J. Gordon in Boston, Dr. A. T. Pier- 
son said that the telegram announcing his 

death came at three o’clock in the morning, and, 
being unable to sleep, he read the New Testament 
through from Matthew to Revelation to see what it 
said about death. And he noticed that after the 
resurrection of Jesus the apostles seldom used the word 
death to express the close of a Christian's life ; but 
‘**sleep,” ‘‘at home in the Lord,” or ‘* depart, loose 
the moorings,” as of a vessel about to set out on the 
sea. What a comfort to the Christian to think of the 
loved ones as being ‘‘ Asleep in Christ,” instead of 
bovine ceased to be !—Harry H. Crawford, Argyle, 





The Risen Christ Still Visible—v. 20. 

But now hath Christ been raised from the dead 
(v. 20). An infidel Swiss artist was commissioned to 
make a caricature of a Salvation Army meeting in 
Sheffield. He went there on that errand, scanned 
the faces of the people. With his heart, like the 
troubled sea that could not find rest, tossed and 
driven by tempests of passion and tormented by a 
conscience burdened by sin, he looked on the assem- 
bled worshipers and saw peace written on their 
faces, and an inward joy beaming from their counte- 
nances. The sight convinced him of his sinfulness. 
He saw that those people had what he had not and 
what he needed, and their faces were the means of 
leading him to Christ and the peace which Christ 
alone can give.—Nelson A. Jackson, Keuka Park, 
N. Y. From The Ram's Horn. 


Death Simply Starting for Home—v. 55. 








O death, where is thy sting? (v.55). A personal 
letter from a missionary in Povta gives this account 
of the recent death of the Rev. William K. Eddy: 
** While on his last trip, he had two of his young 
boys with him. They were camped in a tent near 
two churches—Alma and Bussa—where he was to 
administer communion in the morning. After he 


had retired, he realized that a blood-vessel in his 
chest had burst ; he felt the hand of death upon him. 
He called his servant and his children, and said: 
‘To-day our dear Dr. Ford is just sailing from 
America for Syria, and I am leaving Syria for 
heaven.’ After sending messages to his friends and 
family, he asked his boy, Clarence, to repeat the 
Twenty-third Psalm. ‘Then he said, ‘ Let us all go 
to sleep.’ At midnight, when others were sleeping, 
he went down into the valley and up into the bright- 
ness of the life of the redeemed,—a beautiful, tri- 
yea death.” — The Rev. john T. Farts, St. 
outs. 


Our Captain’s Victory Ours—v. 55. 





O death, where is thy victory? (v.55). When a 
cricket match is over, and we hear that one captain 
is beaten, we know that implies the defeat of the 
whole eleven, even the very best players in it. The 
victory of the other captain means that all on his 
side are victorious too, including the most indifferent 
players. Are we on Christ’s side? Then we are 
sure of victory over death, not through our own 
strength or good living, but because our Captain was 
victorious.— Miss C. B. Stocks, Cheltenham, Eng. 
From The Sunday School Chronicle. 


The Bridge Over Death—v. 57. 





But thanks be to God who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ (vy. 57). Dr. David 
Gregg gives the following illustration in The 
Epworth Herald: In a Scottish valley, beside a little 
brook, where there was no kindly soil, a Highlander 
once planted atree. Of course it wilted and drooped. 
But suddenly, to the surprise of every one, it took a 
new start in life, and bore rich fruit. What was the 
source of its new life? An examination revealed the 
secret. With marvelous vegetable instinct it had sent 
out a shoot which ran along and over a narrow sheep 
bridge, and rooted itself in the rich loam on the other 
side of the brook. From this rich loam it drew its 
new life. Even so the resurrection of Jesus bridges 
the river of death that flows between earth and 
heaven, and the souls of men who know this send 
out the shoot of faith, which, running over the bridge, 
roots itself in the eternal realities beyond, and draws 
ro life from the very fullness of God.—Eunice 

. Perry, Lowville, N. The prize for this week 
ts awarded to his tllustration. 


Ready for the Journey—v. 58. 





Wherefore, my brethren, be ye stedfast, un- 
movable (v. 58). A missionary in Ningpo, China, 
wrote home of the death of a carpenter, who had 
been an earnest idolator. During his last illness, 
the pastor of the church near his shop went to see 
him. The message of salvation through Jesus Christ 
made a deep impression. He cried out for forgive 
ness, and made known his ne to worship God 
only, whether he lived or died. hen he was dying, 
his family wished to perform the usual heathen rites 
which attend a death, but he rejected themall. When 
asked, ‘‘ Don’t you want the lanterns lit ?” (to light 
him through the dark valley), he replied, ‘‘ Why do 
I wantalantern? It is all light about me.” ‘Shall 
we burn the paper money ?” (to pay his passage at 
the river of death.) ‘* No, Jesus has paid the pas- 


sage.” Then he died in peace.—7Z7he Rev, John T. 


Faris, St. Louis. ‘ 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 31 (: Cor. 15: 12-21, 55-58) 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


RITTEN reviews are needed in every Sunday- 
school; needed to bring the teaching and the 
learning to thoroughness and precision ; 

needed to give the school a dignity which belongs to 
it, but of which it is often robbed by loose methods. 
Written reviews have been mqees more than once 
in this department, and there has been a response to 
the suggestions. Others who have made full trial of 
the written review commend the plan with enthu- 
siasm. A South American reader of the Times, Iida 
A. Taggard Arnis, of Concepcion College, in Chili, 
writes : s 

‘The Methodist church has a self-supporting col- 
lege here in this city of any Genes’ inhabitants, 
We have about fifty girls as boarders, and about one 
hundred to one hundred and twenty-five day pupils. 
For years we have had our regular written reviews, 
just as much on our work in Sunday-school as on our 
secular week-day study.~ The girls expect nothing 
else. Their papers are graded, and all marks are 
sent in quarterly reports to the parents. 

‘* We used the list of questions given in the June 
ninth issue, and added to them eight others, making 
twenty, which is an unusual number for an exami- 
nation. Seventy-five is our ‘passing’ mark. Only 
three girls fell below that mark, while eighteen 
pen Ay ninety, and three took one hundred, and 
seven took ninety-four. Our boarders all attend the 
Sunday-school and seem delighted with our work. I 
would urge the written reviews wherever it is 

ssible.” 

‘*Oh, but /#az is a Sunday-school connected with a 
regular school. My school couldn't do as well as 
that!’ some one says just here. But do you £now what 
your school can do? Do you know what the pupils 
do know? You may have some pleasant surprises 
in store. Try the written review for this quarter, 
mark your papers, on which the scholars write an- 
swers to the questions dictated from the desk, and let 
the Editor know on a postal card the number engag- 
ing in the review ; the number getting (not counting 
spelling) 100, 95-99; 90-95; 85-90; 80-85; 75-80. Here 
are the questions : 
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. Write out the first verse in the Bible. 
. In whose likeness did God create man ? 
What did God do on the seventh creation day ? 
. Tellin a few words the story of Cain and Abel. 

5. How did Noah find out when the waters of the 
flood had gone away? 

6. Tell in your own words the story of Lot’s choice. 

7. The name of Isaac’s father ? 

8. Is it ever right to tell a lie? Give your reason 
for thinking as you do about it.. 

g. What do you think is the strongest reason why 
persons should not drink liquor ? 

10. Give any one of the Golden Texts learned dur- 
ing’ this quarter, 

HILADELPHIA. 
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Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘* Bible Songs."’) 
** Call Jehovah thy salvation.” 
“* God is the refuge of his saints.” 
“G a Psalm 2 : 4-9. 
race enough for me (2: ° 
- : i be 14-9. 42 1-4.) 
**Sinners, turn : why will ye die?”’ Psalm 43 : 1-5 
‘Oh, for a closer walk with God." (#231: 1-4. 9021-4.) 
‘* Jesus Christ is risen to-day." te ~rs ¥ ~~ : 1-5.) 
“The hand that was wounded for psalm 104 : 20, 21, 28, 29. 
me.” ; (151: 7, 8 14, 15. 214: 
** The strife is o'er, the battle done.”’ 7, 8, 14, 35.) 
* Appendix in some editions, No. 4. 


‘sje 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


Psalm 16: 7-10, 
(17: 7-10. 26.: Ing.) 


‘These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. For particulars, address-Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—t1 Cor. 15 : 12-21, 55-58 . «+ 2 « Easter Lesson 
‘Tuesday.—Luke 22 : 99-46. .. 2. es ese oe Gethsemane 
Wednesday.—Luke 22 : 47-62. .... Betrayed and denied 
Thursday.— Mark 15: 1-20. ..... Mocked and scourged 
Friday.— Mark 15 : 21-39. . . 2. ee ‘se 4 . Crucified 


Saturday.— Mark 15 : 40-47 


. . The tomb 
Sunday.—Maitt. 28 : 1-15 . 


. Heisrisen! 
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C_ a 
: . That was like the lady who received a beautiful plant 
For the Primary Teacher from her friend. Rh wo it bloomed the lady carried 
the first blossom back to the friend who had given her 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner the plant, 
INTRODUCTION. 


When Ned was achild he found some Bright yellow 
flowers in the grass, so he picked a little bunch and 
brought them to his mother with such a happy face, 
saying: ‘* They looked like little stars in the grass, so I 
seen them for you.” Mother thanked him; they put 
them in water and kept them until theyfaded. They 
were only common little——? dandelions ; but Ned 
never forgot how it pleased his mother, because he 
had brought to her the frsz — flowers he had 
found. ach year he watched for the first dandelions 
and carried them to his mother. Even when he grew 
to be a man, and lived far away, he watched and sent 
them in a letter to his mother. Why was she pleased ? 
(Emphasize the thought: The frst flowers of spring 
for mother.) It was about this time of year when 
the grass, trees, and bushes, wake from their winter’s 
nap. Sing: 

*¢ The seeds and flowers were sleeping sound 
Till Easter time, till Easter time ; 
They raised their heads and looked around, 
At happy Easter time.’’ 
(Song Stories for the Sunday-school.) 


Have you seen any spring flowers yet ? ‘(If possible 
have a spring bouquet on your table, and let the chil- 
dren name the flowers.) 


LESSON. 


Many years ago the children of Israel, who were 

eat-great-grandchildren of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Tosab, had a beautiful custom of gathering—not the 
first flowers—but the first fruits from their trees, 

ardens, or farms, and bringing them as their offer- 

ing to God (write First Fruits for God), the first ripe 
grapes, the first little lambs of the flock, the first 
sheaves of wheat or grain. (Sketch a little wheat.) 
God was pleased with their offerings of their first 
fruits, for it showed their thanksgiving to him, be- 
cause he had blessed their plowing or planting, and 
all their work in the fields. The first fruits were 
God's promise of a new crop or harvest, and as long 
as they offered them, God blessed them greatly (see 
Exod. 22: 29, 30; Lev. 23: 9-11. Lev. 26: 3-5). 

I think the children must have watched carefully 
to see who could find the first ripe fruits, and when 
they did so, and told their father, te would say, ‘‘ We 
must not eat those, but save our first fruits for God.” 


If I should give you a plant or a little package of 
seeds to-day, I wonder how many would take care of 
them, and bring back the blossoms to Sunday-school 
to send to sick people. That would be one way of 
bringing our offerings for God. It pleases God when 
we give back to him some of the good things he has 
given tous. He gives us all our days, and he wants 
us to give one day of each week to him—Sunday. 
Which of these two boys pleased God best? Donald 
had two nickels, one for,Sunday-school and one to 
spend. He dropped one and it rolled away, and he 
couldn’t find it, so he said: ** That was God’s nickel 
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I lost. I'll keep the other to spend.” Charlie had 
two little banks, one for himself and one for God's 
part. Out of every dime he always put away one 
cent for God’s offering before he spent any for him- 
self. (Explain the purpose of your Easter offering). 

You can’t remember many springtimes, but older 
a will tell you that God never forgets the prom- 
ise he made to Noah (Gen. 8: 22). The plants and 
trees always bud into new life in the spring. But 
Easter makes me think of another promise (write 
Easter), not about trees and flowers, bat about peo- 
ple. Who was the first man? God said to Adam, 
*“*If you disobey, you shall surely die ;” so death 
came to everybody in this world, but our hard text 
said, ‘‘As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive.” Easter Day teaches about this 
new life. 

Do you know how the little worm rolls himself up 
in a cocoon or chrysalis, and looks so dead and keeps 
so still until about Easter time when he comes into a 
new life as a beautiful butterfly? If God remembers 
the worms he surely will remember his children. On 
the first Easter Day Christ left the grave for his new 
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life to let people know that he has a new life for all 
his children. (Sketch the tomb, and with the picture- 
roll recall the resurrection story which we studied so 
recently. Write Christ is Risen.) That is why 
Christ 1s sometimes called the ‘‘ First fruits of them 
that —. (Drill on the Golden Text.) Easter 
means that because Christ is risen to a new life he 
has promised a new life for the baby brother, the 
grandpa, or the little friend, whom you miss to-day. 
Sing: 
. ** Lift up, oh little children, 
Your voices clear and sweet,” 


Peoria, ILL. 
Se 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


OR the review in connection with our lessons of 
the first quarter I took advantage of my absence 
from the city for a brief period and I wrote a 

letter to each boy. In this letter I touched very briefly 
upon items of interest to us as a class ; then I asked 
him to write a letter to me telling me about certain 
things in connection with the lessons we had studied. 
I enclosed a stamped addressed envelope for his reply 
tome. Four questions will illustrate the kind of in- 
formation sought : 

1. Tell me all you remember of Abraham, as we 
have studied about him. 

2. Tell me all you remember of Isaac, as we have 
studied about him, 

3. Tell me what you remember of the lesson we had 
about lying. 

4. Tell me what you remember of the lesson we 
had about the evils of drinking liquor. 

The questions were not numbered in my letter, nor 
were they asked as if they were examination ques- 
tions. In fact, there was no mention of its being a 
review, written or otherwise. Each boy was asked 
two questions. The first was of the character of 1 or 
2 above shown; the second followed the lines of 
either 3 or 4. 

Notice what latitude is offered in each question. 
Much or little may -be given in reply ; I prefer that 
the boy shall be free in this. Again, there are no 
“leading” questions—questions which suggest their 
own answer. ‘Haven't we used questions of that type 
quite enough to pass on to something better? I had 
two objects in the questions I asked: To test each 
boy’s Anowledge and his interest. I will know more 
about both when the replies are received. 

The letter writing was truly a labor. It was all 
done by hand,—with no two letters alike. It called 
for an investment of time and strength at the close of 
a busy omy in adistant city. But I have learned to 
question the efficacy of Sunday-school teaching of the 
‘‘painless” variety, so far as the teacher goes—the 
kind that is done so easily that it never costs any- 
thing. 

Such a review as this could as well be given even if 
the teacher remainedin the city. The use of the mail 
is still possible, of course ; and sometimes a letter is 
a real event in a boy’s life. The method suggests to 
me a first step toward getting the boys accustomed to 
a written review in class. 

In some cases the written review in class is the best 
possible way. It may be made either dreadful or 
pleasant in prospect ; it*largely depends upon the 
teacher. If talked about in the very beginning of 
the quarter’s lessons as a matter of course the boys 
are likely to accept it in the same spirit. 

In some cases zest is added to the written review 
by telling the boys that you will prepare so many 
questions for them to answer in writing ; and they 
can prepare the same number of questions for you to 
answer in writing. ‘To make it all very fair, each set 
of questions may be referred to the superintendent or 
pastor, as a referee, before they are given out to be 
answered. While the boys are preparing the ques- 
tions for you to answer they are unconsciously pre- 
paring themselves to answer the questions you gave 
them. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


oe 
The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HIS review is of unusual importance because of 
the opportunity it gives you to impress on your 
pupils two things of great value in interpreting 

the Bible. ‘The first is concerned with the use made 
by the inspired teachers of Israel of the ancient 
stories of the beginnings of their nation. The second 
is concerned with the way in which the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures grew to become the Old Testament. 

To make plain the use in the Bible of the primitive 
narratives of the beginnings of mankind, show that 
all these Old Testament books were written by He- 
brews after the descendants of Abraham became a 
nation. The writer of Genesis seems to have had 
knowledge of the times of David and Solomon (Gen. 
36:31). Explain that these books were written from 
the national point of view to show what God had 
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done for the nation and what he desired the nation 
Zo be. 

At the head of all the teachings of the Bible for 
that purpose stands this truth, that God, who had 
chosen the children of Israel to be his people above 
all others (Exod. 19:5, 6), was the Creator of all 
things. 

Lesson 1.—The climax and crown of God's creation 
is man, and God's ideal for man is to possess the land 
as the representative on this earth of him in whose 
image he was made, to create homes, rear children in 
the knowledge of God, having dominion over all 
things and hallowing each week its Sabbath for rest 
and worship. 

Lesson 2.—Show that this is the divine ideal for 
every person, 

Lesson 3,—Point to the fact that men fail, have 
always failed, to fulfil this ideal. Show that this fail- 
ure, of individuals and of humanity, is because of 
sin, which is disobedience to the known commands 
of God. Explain the use made by the Hebrew 
prophets of the primitive story of the fall of man in 
the Garden of Eden to teach the nature of sin and the 
consequences of it to all mankind. 

Lesson 4.—Then show how sin leads to worse sin, 
how it led to the crime of the murder of a brother 
and the suffering of tne innocent, even to loss of life. 

Lesson 5.—Next point out how sin in the indi- 
vidual becomes universal, betuging ruin on the com- 
mon humanity, and how in the midst of the infliction 
of just punishment appears the mercy of God. Ex- 
plain the meaning of the sign of the covenant of God 
with all mankind, the bow in the sky. 

Lessons 6-8.—Having led your pupils thus in their 
review of the beginning of the human race, up to the 
beginning of the people of Israel, emphasize the 
meaning of the call of Abraham as to its motive 
(Gen. 12: 2), its requirements of self-sacrifice (v. F), 
aud its assurance of divine protection and co-opera- 
tion (v. 3). Show what Abraham sacrificed of him- 
sel (Heb. 11 : 8-10), and what Lot sacrificed for him- 
self (Gen. 13: 10-13), what Lot lost (Gen. 13: 17), 
and what Abraham gained in the covenant which 
God made with him (Gen. 15: 18). Dwell on the 
meaning of the covenant, which became national 
(Exod. 24: 8), and ages later a union of the soul with 
God (Jer. 31: 31-34), and finally issued in the new 
covenant made through Christ (Luke 22; 20), that 
took the place of the old covenant (Heb. 8 : 7-13), and 
is the basis of the personal relation with the Father 
of the believer in the Son, Jesus our Lord. 

The remaining three lessons, each important in 
itself, need not be dwelt on for the purpose of this 
review, to establish in the minds of your pupils the 
truth that they may maintain personal relations with 
God, and to show them how the Hebrew prophets 
used the accounts of the beginnings of mankind and 
of the Hebrew race to teach what this relation is and 
how it began. 

This first object of the review having been accom- 
plished, the second is not difficult. When your pu- 
pils ask you how these early stories came to be gath- 
ered into books, and how the books came to be bound 
into one volume, which is called the Old Testament 
or covenant, shaw them how one truth is supreme 
in them all—the covenant between God and his chil- 
dren, in which they promise ‘to obey his command- 
ments and he promises to love, protect, and guide 
them, and to receive them to himself. 

Point out the great elemental and universal truths 
of the Bible which make it one Book. They are: 
(1) redemption from sin, man’s infinite need of it, 
and God's wonderful provision for it; (2) the re- 
deemer from sin, prophesied, prepared, preached and 
gloried, Jesus Christ ; (3) and the counsel of the 
whole Bible to accept redemption through the Re- 
deemer and to receive him intothe soul (John 14: 
23). The book of Genesis is in the Bible because it 
is an essential part of the revelation of these truths. 


Boston, 
oe 
The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


Beginnings; A Review 


I. THE GENERAL PREPARATION. (Genesis I to 27). 
{For each member of the Bible class.] 


OR our review we take up the general theme of 
the Book of Genesis, and bring it down to the 
twenty-seventh chapter. The material includes 

the introductory chapters, and the whole of the life 
of Abraham. 

It is truly a narrative of beginnings, and those of 
great importance. The one who rereads it may be 
able to see them in a new and more attractive light. 
These beginnings were not merely stories of physical 
origins and changes, but interpretations of those 
changes from the spiritual point of view. Thus they 
become more than mere records of things that hap- 
pened; they are exhibits of the character and pur- 
»0se of God, and of his gracious relations with men. 

hey are not merely natural history, but Bible. 

How typical are the earliest of these narratives ! 
They paint a portrait of God as revealed in crea- 
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tion, exhibited in power, greatness, goodness, and 
in fellowship with man his creature, a portrait not 
lacking in dignity or forcefulness, but full of winsome 
appeal. It centers attention rightfully upon God 
rather than the creative processes, and in his rela- 
tions with men rather than alone. 

More important than the beginnings of human life 
was the awakening of the moral nature in man, 
Pleasure, desire, temptation to violate obligation, sin, 
exclusion from God’s presence,—all were involved or 
made possible by man’s — Man had a 
broader horizon, a larger world, but one which would 
be crowded with bitter experiences, and necessitate 
a constant battle. 

Left to itself, this human world would tend to grow 
worse, because selfishness would more and more 
assert itself. Only God’s watchful care and interfer- 
ence coulG avail to enforce righteousness, 

God determined not to do this by cataclysms, but 
through his normal agencies. So he set apart a peo- 
ple by choosing their great ancestor, separating him 
from deadening contact with the world, but giving 
him all that may inspire and sustain. 

Who can question that Abraham was a picked man? 
Where can we point to his superior for the work se- 
lected ? A leader of men, a man of resolution and 
initiative, a man of reliance on God and friendship 
with him, one who could see the things that are un- 
seen. Such a personality was an ideal ‘‘ beginner,” 
one who could truly lay spiritual foundations, and 
lay them deep and strong. 

It is this impression that the writers of Genesis 
sought to make in their story of the patriarch. They 
try to show the man of God rather than the desert 
shaykh, the leader of a large and vigorous band, the 
one whose devotion did not shrink at the severest 
sacrifice, nor betray him into excess, the far-sighted 
father of the faithful men of all time who subordinate 
themselves and their desires to God and his world. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leaflet containing the names of reference works bearing on the 
current lessons will be mailed by The Sunday School ‘Times Co., 
upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

Stanley’s proper chapters in ** Jewish Church” are 
excellent. The articles on Abraham, Creation, and 
Genesis in a good Bible dictionary will help. But 
the first twenty-seven chapters of the Bible will be 
the best review. 


IIT. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suited for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. Itis intended to be suggeste 
ive rather than exhaustive, to afford hints for a variety of treatments 
rather than one unvarying method.] 

It is worth while for an older class to take these 
twenty-seven chapters of Genesis and submit them 
as a whole toscrutiny. Note first : ; 

1. The Proportion of Narrative. How much of 


the information of these chapters is given in story- 


form? Is this form effective ? What is it good for? 

2. The Use of Stories in Religious Teaching. 
Why is the story an excellent method for the teacher 
of religious truth? What good exemplar of this 
method can we name ? 

3. The Value of These Chapters. To what ideas 
do they introduce us which are of great importance ? 

4. The Historical Age Represented, How are we 
enabled to give Abram a date, and what is it ? 

5. Abram's Personality, What was his first qual- 
ity ? His noblest deed? His dominant purpose ? 

6. The Justification of This Review. What is it 
in this material which makes it Bible ? 

Boston. 


Sse 
The First Appearance of the Semites 


(Continued from page 131) 


from the plateau of Central Arabia, or like dozens of 
tribes in later ages, from Central Asia, or from the 
hills in the north, the ruins give us not the slightest 
hint. It is now certain that the Shinar of the book of 
Genesis, as the story of the Tower of Babel implies, 
was not the first home of the Semites. In Babylonia, 
as later in Palestine, they were once strangers in the 
land. It might be easier to determine the time when 
they left their unknown home, overran Mesopotamia, 
conquered the peoples, and adopted their civilization 
and the characters of their written language, just as 
two thousand years later, under Abraham, a party of 
them left Ur of the Chaldees, overran Palestine, pos- 
sessed it’ and adopted the written character of the 
Pheenicians. With a single possible exception, Sargon 
is the first Semitic king known to history. The ruins 
of Babylonia have yielded no traces of Semites pre- 
vious to his time; everything earlier is pure Sumerian. 
After his date traces of Semites appear here and there, 
ever with increasing frequency as the time passed, 
and Sumerian writing, customs, civilization, and even 
the people themselves, were absorbed, until the only 
remaining traces of them were the bilingual hymns 
and psalms of the old temple service. As once in the 
history of every people some great character rises to 
deliver his people and lead them to victory or into 
better lands, as did Abraham and Moses, so the name 
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of Sargon will probably be recognized as the first great 
Semitic leader, whc six thousand years ago led the 
Semites from their-unknown home into the fertile val- 
ley of the Euphrates, and conquered for them a land 
which they have possessed almost uninterruptedly 
until the present time. 

Along the northwest edge of Bismya, at the base of 
the old city wall of Sumerian plano-convex bricks, 
were found thousands of the clay sling balls which 
had been employed in the siege of the city. Some 
are round, some are square, or oval, or diamond- 
shape; some are as small as an English walnut, and 
others are as large as an orange; all are baked so hard 
that they resemble stone. They had been hurled in 
slings or a catapult against the city at a date not far 
from the time of Sargon. That the sling was not a 
Sumerian weapon is evidenced by the bas-reliefs from 
Telloh. There the Sumerians are represented as 
fighting with spears and shields, and the excavations 
have shown that they used the bow and arrows, 
Have we not reason to suppose that the sling balls are 
the weapons which the Semites under Sargon em- 
ployed as they overran Mesopotamia, capturing city 
after city, enslaving the people, appropriating their 
wealth and superior civilization, until the country and 
all in it became their own? If so,.the clay sling balls 
at the outer base of the Bismya city wall, and the 
mutilated statues of the Sumerians in the temple, tell 
of one of the first great battles,—the battle which 
brought the Semites prominently forward into the 
world’s history, and the beginning of that incalcula- 
bly great influence which the Semites have exerted 
and still exert upon the entire world. 











Bobby’s Easter Hen 
By Effie Stevens 
sf OOD-BYE, Grandma! Good-bye, Grandpa ! 


I'm going home now,"’ shouted Bobby from 
the foot of the back-door steps, 

It was Saturday, and Bobby had been spending the 
afternoon helping his grandfather, but now it was 
time for him to start for home, as he had a long drive 
before him. He jumped into the light wagon, ready 
for him, and drove rapidly out of the yard. 

Bobby's father, hearing him drive into the yard, 
came to the door, and called out, ‘* Come in to supper 
just as soon as you have put Ned in the stable. You 
may leave the wagon right where it is, because I want 
to use it after supper.’’ 

So Bobby unhitched old Ned from the wagon as 
quickly as he could, lead him to the stable, and gave 
him his supper of oats ; then he rushed back to the 
house where his own supper was awaiting him. 

The family had nearly finished their supper when 
Bobby's mother said, ‘* Hark !"’ 

Everybody stopped talking, and there was quiet for 
several minutes, but nothing was heard. 

‘* What was it?’’ asked father. 

‘*I thought I heard a hen cackle,’’ said mother, 
‘*Are you sure our hens were all shut up for the 
night, father ?’’ 

‘*Yes,’’ said father. ‘The hens are all asleep by 
this time. I guess you heard something else.'’ 

‘«It certainly sounded like a hen,’’ said mother, 
‘Hark ! theredt is again.”’ 

And sure enough, this time, they all heard an un- 
mistakable ‘‘Cut-cut-ca-daw-cut,’’ which sounded 
very near at hand. 

Little Hazel ran to the window and looked out. 

‘*Oh, I see a little bit of a white biddy on the 
wagon seat,’’ she cried, all excitement. 

‘«] guess it must be an Easter biddy, and she has 
been laying me an Easter egg.’’ 

How they all laughed at her words! The next day 
was Easter, and Hazel had been told that if she was a 
good girl, she might find some Easter eggs, which 
were always very much prettier than ordinary eggs, 
on the breakfast table. 

Bobby sprang from his seat at the table, and rushed 
out on the side piazza, near which the wagon was 
standing, followed by the others. 

There, perched on the wagon-seat, cackling with 
all her might, was a small white leghorn hen. 

‘Why, that’s one of grandpa’s hens !"' exclaimed 
Bobby in amazement. ‘‘ How did she get here?"’ 


























LESSON FOR MARCH 31 (1 Cor. 15: 12-21, 55-58) 
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‘*She must have come home with 
you,”’ said his father, stepping out to the 
wagon. 

‘That's it,’’ cried Bobby. ‘She 
must have got into the wagon while it 
was standing in the barn at grandpa’s, 
and made a nest in some hay that is un- 
der the seat. How funny it was that she 
should keep so quiet, and ride all the 
way home, without my knowing she was 
there! What was she cackling about 
just now? Do you suppose that she has 
really laid an egg ?"’ 

His father reached under the wagon- 
seat without speaking, and drew forth a 
warm, new-laid egg, which they all gazed 
at in wonder. 

‘Oh, it’s an Easter-egg, —a real Easter- 
egg!’’ cried Hazel with delight. 

‘Yes, indeed,’’ said Bobby; ‘‘ and 
you may have it for your very own, pet. 
But what are we to do with the len? 
It’s too late to take her home.”’ 

‘« We had better catch her and put her 
in the barn,’’ replied his father. ‘‘ To- 
morrow grandpa is coming over here to 
take dinner with us, and perhaps he will 
take her home when he goes.”’ 

* The next morning Hazel found gayly- 








As to Flavor 
Found Her Favorite Again 

A bright young lady of the Buckeye 
State tells how she came to be acutely 
sensitive as to the taste of coffee : 

‘*My health had been very poor for 
several years,” she says. ‘‘I loved cof- 
fee, and drank it for breakfast, but only 
learned by accident, as it were, that it 
was the cause of the constant, dreadful 
headaches from which 1 suffered every 
day, and of the nervousness that drove 
sleep from my pillow, and so deranged 
my stomach that everything I ate gave 
me acute pain. 

‘*My condition finally got so serious 
that I was advised by my doctor to go to 
a hospital. I went to one of the largest 
in Detroit. There they gave me what I 
supposed was coffee, and I thought it 
was the best I ever drank, but I have 
since learned it was Postum. I gained 
rapidly, and came home in four weeks. 

‘* Somehow the coffee we used at home 
didn’t taste right when I got back. I 
tried various kinds, but none tasted as 
good as that I drank in the hospital, and 
all brought back the dreadful headaches 
and the ‘sick-all-over’ feeling. At last 
one day I got a package of Postnm Food 
Coffee, and the first taste of it I took I 
said, ‘That’s the good coffee we had in 
the hospital!’ I have drank it ever 
since, three times a day, and eat Grape- 
Nuts for my breakfast. I have no more 
headaches, and feel better than’I have for 
years.”” Name given by the Postum Co., 





Battle Creek, Mich. ‘‘ There’s a reason.” 


colored Easter eggs beside her plate, but 
she thought none of them so nice as the 
Easter-egg laid by the Easter hen. 

When grandpa was told about the ad- 
venture of the hen, he laughed, and said 
he would not take her back. He thought 
that she ought to belong to Bobby, seeing 
she ran away with him. 

So the Easter hen, as Hazel always 
called her, enjoyed herself in her new 
home, and delighted the heart of Hazel 
with many Easter-eggs, as she called 
them, although many of them were laid 
long after Easter was over. 

WESTFIELD, Mass. 





| Worth Repeating 








Aunt Abby’s First Easter 


(#rom “ Aunt Abby’s Neighbors,” by Annie Trum- 
bull Slosson, Fleming H. Revell Company, 
Publishers.]} 

** T WASN'T brought up to keep Easter. 
To tell the truth, I didn’ t know‘any- 
thing about it, or what’ twas for, till 

I was a woman grown. You know there 

was a feeling those days against all such 

things, even Christmas itself, as Roman 

Catholic, or, anyway, Episcopal seasons, 

and not to be kept by other denomina- 

tions. Why, pa used to tell how he sent 

a big, fat turkey, one time on Christmas 

Day, to Parson Roe. The old man sent 

it back with a note that said that any 

other day he'd take it thankful, but not 
on a popish feast-day. 


been hard work to return it. 

‘*So, as I said, I don’t believe I'd 
ever heard of such a time as Easter till I 
was grown up. Then Dr. Watkins came 


to the village to practise after old Dr. | - 


Ashby died. He was an Episcopal, and | 
he wanted a church of that sort. Hej} 
found a few other folks that felt the same 
way,—English Bill, the rope-maker, and 
Miss Viney Lee, whose father had been 
a Tory, and some young folks that 
wanted something new and queer,—and 
they started an Episcopal church. They 
used to have their meetings in a house 
way up at the north end of the village, 
not far from the burying-ground. 

‘©Well, I was spending the biggest 
part of my time those days in that bury- 
ing-ground, for my little Dannie, my 
only child, the only one I ever had, was 
laying there. I guess I've told vou 
about him,—the cutest, prettiest little 
yellow-haired fellow, taken away from | 


me so sudden, when he was hardly more | 
i 


He didn’t get | 
turkey real often neither, so it must have | 


; everything as the sun came up. 
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than a baby. 
ning of winter. Maybe you krow some- 
thing about what that means, To lay 
down the little body you'd always kept 
so warm and careful, covering it with 
soft blankets, cuddling it close to you 
away from drafts or the least mite of cold 
air, holding its cunning little feet in your 
own warm hands, so’s they'd never be 
chilled,—to lay down that soft, pretty 
baby, I say, in the cold, outdoors, and 
under the very snow itself, —oh, how can 
we ever, ever bear to do it! But we 
have to,—so many, many of us mothers 
have to... . 


‘*« But I tried to take it right. I said, 
time and time again, from the very first, 
‘Thy will be done.’ I told the Lord I 
knew it was all right, that he doeth all 
things well, that he only gave and took 
away again, and I said, over and over 
and over again, ‘ Blessed be the name 
of the Lord.’ But as long as I felt that 
way,—didn’t complain or rebel against 





He died just at the begin- | 
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I put MacBETH—my name 
—on every lamp-chimney I 
make, 

If I did not make as good 
chimneys as I do—and did 
not have the confidence in 
them that I have—I would 
send them out as most other 
makers do—unmarked. 

My Index tells of hinne and their chimneys, 
fully and interestingly. Let me send it to 
you—-it’s free. 


Address, MACBETH, Pittsburgh 











God's will,—it didn’t seem to me there | } 
was any harm in making much of that | 
little bed where my baby's body laid. | 
Seemed to me it was the best thing to do, | 
making one think of God and his chasten- | 
ing, of heaven and the many mansions | 
and the little children up there tiat | 
always behold the face of their Father. | 
So day after day, and week after week, | | 
passed my time,—the biggest part of it, | 


there in the burying-ground, by Dannie’s | 


little grave. 1 kept the snow away, arid 
laid sweet-smelling fir balsam branches 
over it. Of course, there wasn’t any 
flowers in bloom at that time of year, but 
| I found pretty moss under the snow, and 
and running pine, and I had everlastings, 


| 
| 
| 


in the fall. So I kept that little bed | 
| sweet and pretty, and as warm as I | 
could. And there I sat hours and hours | 
I wrapped up warm, so’s | 
|not to take cold, and somehow kept | 
| from getting real sick, though. I cet | 


of every day. 


| gee now how it was, 


| in a mother before ; and somehow I liked 


| to have them say it. I liked to see them | 


| come to the windows as I went by in my 
| gloomy black clothes, with my white, 
| mournful face, and to know they were 
| saying, ‘ Did you ever see such a crushed, 
roken-hearted woman? Here it is two 
months, or more, since her child was 
taken, and still she just lives by his 
grave.’ You know what I mean. _ I 
‘didn’t do it for that. I didn’t even 
| know I liked to hear them talk that way, 
| but I see nowthat I did. I gave up 
| everything else for the sake of that grave. 
| I'd been interested in a good many 
|things before Dannie died. I'd_be- 
| longed to the sewing society, and was 
/one of the busiest workers in getting up 
the box of things we sent off every year 
to the home missionaries out West. 
| had a class of little boys in the Sabbath- 
school, and I used to go out a good deal 
among the poor and sick in the town. 
But I gave all those things up now. 
. . There was a good deal of suf- 
fering that winter, sickness about and 
poverty. But hearing of it only made 
me keep closer to my grave, and think, 
‘No sickness or sorrow can come here, 
to touch my baby in this blessed spot.’ . .. 
**One Sunday in April I got up very 
early, —it wasn’ t quite light, —and started 
for the burying-ground, I'd found some 
white anemones the day before, and dug 
up a lot, and I wanted to see them out 
about my baby’s bed. I didn't know it 
was anything particular that day, though 
I recollected it was the Sabbath. But I 
remember it was a beautiful morning, 
soft and bright, with a pinky light over 
And 
somehow, as I got to the burying-ground 
and set down my basket of plants, there 
( Continued on page 142, third column) 


| pearly white, that I'd picked and dried | 


‘‘Folks talked about it,—said they | 
| never saw such sorrow, such mourning, | 
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A CHAIN of testimonials from den- 


tists in practice attests the une- 
qualled excellence of Dentacura Tooth 
Paste. It cleans the teeth, destroys 
bacteria, prevents decay. Itis applied 
to the brush without the waste attend- 
ing the use of powder. That you may 
know by experience its value we will 
send you free a sample tube of Denta- 
cura and our bookle:, ‘* Taking Care of 
the Teeth.’’ Write at once. Offer ex- 
pires April 15, ’07._ Dentacura may be 
had at most toilet counters. Price, 25 
cents. If your dealer does not have 
it we will send it on receipt of price. 

DENTACURA CO., 

222 Alling Street, Newark, N. J. 








Mica Axle Grease 


Best lubricant for axles in the 
world—long wearing and very ad- 
hesive, 

Makes a heavy load draw like a 
light one. Saves half the wear on 
wagon and team, and increases the 
earning capacity of your outfit. 


Ask your dealer for Mica Axle 
Grease. 


STANDARD 
Om co. 
Incorporated 














SPENCERIAN 
STEEL PENS 


You won't be bothered with a pen that balks 
or splatters the ink if you buy Spencerian Pens, 

They are made of the best steel by expert 
hand workers, and are noted for evenness of 
point and uniformity. 

There's a Spencerian Pen made for every 
style of writing. 

Wewill send you a samplecard of 12 pens, dif- 
ferent patterns, upon receipt of 6 cents in postage. 


SPENCERIAR PEN CO., 349 Breadway New York. 






























ABSOLUTELY SAFE, 


can afford to take chances of being painfully burned and per- 
isigured for life by using inferior, inflammable and explosive 
stove polishes put up by inex erienced or pasesepenpas manufacturers. 
Remember thatour SUN PASTE Stove Polish(in tins) and our RISING SUN 
Stove Polish (in cakes) are absolutely safe in the hands of the user. 
ions use them and will have no other. 


Made by MORSE BROS., Props. Risina Sun Stove Polish, Canton, Mass., U.S. A. 


No housekee 
haps horribly 
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The Sunday-School Star 





Last November the International Sunday School Association of North 
America, and the World’s Sunday School Convention, sent Mr. Frank 
L. Brown, of the famous Bushwick Avenue Methodist Episcopal Sun- 
day-school of Brooklyn, the second largest Sunday-school in the world, 
to Japan as a special representative to promote the interests of Chris- ¥ 
tian work in that land through the agency of the Sunday-school. Mr. 
Brown is sending back to his own home Sunday-school frequent letters, 
giving glimpses of the life that he sees in Japan, and of the progress of 
the work. Through the kindness of his co-workers in Brooklyn, the 
readers of The Sunday School Times are to have the privilege of an 














CLASSIFIED 


ADVERTISING 





° 
Typewriters 
Pp ISTAL TYPEWRITER, S25. Only real typewriter 
at low cost. Combines universal keyboard, strong 
manifolding, mimeograph stencil, cutting. Visible 
writing, interchangeable type, prints from ribbon. Im- 
perfect alignment impossib!e. Will stand hardest wear; 
yractically accident proof. Agents wanted. Write 
Postal ‘Typewriter Co,, Dept. 54, Norwalk, Conn. 


_ Opportunities 


$73:400 represents the annual salaries of positions now 
open on our books Free registration. ‘‘ No po- 
sition—no pay.’ Registration form T sent on applica 
tion, The Kinsley-Drake Co., 245 Broadway, N. Y. 


RELIABLE MEN WANTED-—To sell Automatic 
Self-cleaning Curry Comb and other specialties. 
Money-making opportunity for hustlers. Write for 
introductory offer with guarantee, Clean Comb Co., 
Dept. 33, Racine, Wis. 


Poultry 


D2 you keep poultry? Buy Silver Wyandotte eggs 
for hatching. $2.50 or $2.00 for 15. Grand strain. 
24 years of expert breeding. Also offer pullets and 
cockerels. Address, KE. C. Wasmann, Maple Hill 
Poultry Farm, Knoxville, Tenn. R. D. No. 12. 


RHODE Island Reds ; Light Brahmas ; White, Buff, 

Barred and Black Rocks; Buff, White, Golden 
and Silver Wyandottes ; Brown, Buff and White Leg- 
horns; Black Monicas and Black Javas. Hardy, pro- 
lific, farm bred, fine stock. For birds, moderate prices, 
or “eggs to hatch"’ at_10 cents each, write Walter 
Sherman (Sunnydale), Newport, R. 1 


Automobiles 


VICTOR hand-forged Automobile, 6 H. P., solid 
rubber tires;-will climb heavy grades and pull 
through deep mud or sand. Strongly constructed. 
Price, $450, complete with leather top, lamps, horn, 
tools, etc. Send for particulars. ‘* Victor’? Automo- 
bile Mfg. Co., Office, 171 Carroll Street, St. Louis, Mo, 


Plants 


Plants and Garden Flowers: Acme 
Clean, odorless, and a truly won- 


A trial 














FOR Potted 
_Flower Food. 
derful grower. Great for plants under glass. 





will convince you. ‘lrial box, 1s5c.; box three times as 
large, 30c., postpaid. Big things for agents. Acme | 
Specialty Company, Department C, Erie, Pa. 
Home Needs 
DRUGLESS SLE Ep, History of, 25c. Recording 
l'ablet with directions, $5. Prof. A. H. Evans, 
Vice-Principal Northampton High School, says: ‘1 


i 
use your method. Sleep invariably and promptly fol- 
lows.”" John Barr Learned,M.D., Northampton, Mass. 


Travel 


A TRAMP among the Alps. A Swiss, a professor in 
Oberlin College, familiar with Switzerland, will 
take a party of boys and young men for a tramp 
among the x i i 
to Professor F. Anderegg, Oberlin, Ohio. 
EUROPEAN ‘Tour. Small parties. May 18 June 20, 
+ ‘Lhe Mediterranean, Continent, British Isles. Eix- 
vert conductor. Itineraries and particulars on request. 
ames D, Topham, Pittsburgh College, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


TH E Art of Travel, by H. H. Powers. A practical 

discussion of the problems of European travel. 
180 pp. Price, 20 cents. Bureau of University Travel. 
38 ‘Trinity Place, Boston. 


Water Colors 














them with Japanese water colors. A child can apply 
these colors successfully. Ask your dealer, or send us 
$1.00 for a set of 15 colors, brushes and full instructions. 
Japanese Water Color Co., 144 E. 34th St., New York, 


Post-Cards 


TEN Easter Greeting Post-Cards, finely embossed 
and finished in gold, 25 cents. Seven Floral Em- 
bossed and Tinselled Birthday Postals, 25 cents. No 
two alike. Catalogue with first order. Brooklyn Post- 
Card Co., 4411 12th Ave. Dept. ‘TI’, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


| Patent Lawyers nek 


[N VENTIONS needed to prevent wrecks and save 

labor. Write Mason Fenwick & Lawrence, Patent 
Lawyers, Box Bb, Washington, D.C. Estab. 1861. Book- 
let free. References : Rev..J. J. Muir, A. M. McLach- 
lin, banker, Wash., D.C.; Rev. E.B. Palmer, Phila., Pa. 


journalism 


WHILE LEARNING. —We teach aill 
branches of journalism quickiy, the easiest and 
most profitable first. College education not necessary. 
Booklets free. Press News Bureau, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


one Coins—Stamps 


#c¢ ye paid for rare 1853 quarters. Keep all money 
$ eh 5 coined before 1875, and send roc. at once for 
a set of 2 coin and stamp value books. It may mean a for- 
tune to you. C. F, Clarke & Co., Dept. 46, Le Roy,N.Y. 


Agents Wanted 


wa NTED — Reliable, energetic agents, men or 

women, to sell EvaperO in every State. EvaperO 
is a household necessity. Selis to all classes. For par- 
| ticulars write to EvaperO Incorporated. Rockland, M . 
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HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of Stewart 
Hartshorn on label. 
Get ‘* Improved,’’ no tacks required 


Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 


















The Sunday School Times | 


Philadelphia, March 16, 1907 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.”” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 
75 cts Five or more copies, either to 

* separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$ 1 .00 copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00. 

. One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will eae 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cont rate, 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


| 


Become A Nurse 


By our course of training in your on home, 
¢ can equip women of average ability, whether 
ractical nurses or beginners, to carn $10.00 to 

25.00 a week. A graduate writes: 

“I have found the course intensely practical, 
helpful and easily comprehended, I have xe- 
quired confidence in myself for I have been 
taught how to nurse to the satisfaction of 
physicians and patients, 1 receive $3.00 a 
day and am busy all the time.” 

Endorsements by thousands of nurses and physi- 

H cians. Write for explanatory “Blue Book” and 
| stories of four score taugua Nurses. 


THE CHAUTAUQUA SCHOOL OF NURSING 
286 Main St,, Jamestown. N.Y. 


; ’ Coupon Certificates 
of Deposit 


$100, $200, $500, and $1,000 


Secured by deposit of First Mortgages on improved 
Pittsburgh real estate. 


POTTER TITLE & TRUST COMPANY 
Capital, $200,000 (full paid) 
Bakewell Building, Pittsburgh, Penna. 


THE GENUINE MENEELY BFILS 


Ot purest refined [oe and tin. 
est c 
Meneely & Co.. Watervliet. West Troy P. O.. N.Y. 


‘The most perfect, hig 
“Smitb’s Baby’s Shop,” wpe" tras. 


Send for Mail-Order Catalog, DAINTY THINGS FOR BABIES. 
A i . 
| Read Prudential (Vit'pay you. 























D2 You Take Kodak Pictures? Then learn to color | 


occasional reading of parts of these letters. 


N THE morning of December 8, I was 
awakened by the sharp whistle of a 
steamer, I looked through the cabin 

window and discovered the blue light of a 
fishing-boat ahead, In the dim light of the 
early morning I made out some near-by 
islands, dotted with lights, and I knew we 
were within haling distance of Japan. It 


| did-not take long to get out on deck and to 


Ips next summer. or particulars write | 


find out that we were in Tokyo Bay, steam- 
ing between the beautiful islands thrt line it. 

As we looked eagerly toward the land 
which has been in the eyes of the world so 
conspicuously for years past, the bars of 
light from the rising sun shot above the hori- 
zon, tinting the clouds above. Soon the 
brim of gold appeared, and then the full ball 
of fire, and the passengers stood spellbound 
by the beautiful picture, and I said to Mrs. 
Brown, ‘‘ Sunrise in the Sunrise Kingdom.”’ 
It was indeed a glorious sight. 

We could hardly realize that we were 
actually in Japan, after all the months of an- 
ticipation. But the jinrikisha man soon made 
us realize it with his cry and his hat, like a 
bowl turned upside down. But make your 
bargain with him before you get in his two- 
wheeled, single-seated wagon, like a big 
baby carriage, pulled instead of pushed. 

Everywhere are the jinrikishas. The men 
suffer often in the cold days and evenings, 
and you will find a group of them frequently 
gathered about a charcoal fire to keep warm. 
An English Sunday-school at Yokohama has 
presented the jinrikisha men with a large 


| number of small sheds to protect them from 
| the cold, and the men were very grateful for 


them. 

On Sunday we visited four Japanese and 
one English Sunday-school and two church 
services, I spoke at the evening service of 
the Japan Sunday School Mission. 

The Sunday-schools visited thus far are 
small, from fifty to one hundred each on the 
average. ‘These are the native church Sun- 
day-schools, which are in some cases quite 
well arranyed and taught, and the mission 
schools, which are in. the majority, where the 
children are gathered from the street and 
taught in many cases by the Japanese girls 
from the girls’ boarding schools, managed by 
the different Christian denominations, 

The Methodist Protestant, Methodist, 
Dutch Reformed, and Presbyterian, have 
excellent girls’ schools here, and supply 
probably sixty Japanese girls as teachers in 
these Sunday-schools, and they are well 
trained, too, by the bright and consecrated 
ladies in charge of the schools. The Jap- 
anese girls can tell the Bible stories finely, 
and I was much pleased with the work I saw 
them do. 

The Baptist and Methodist schools for 
young men at Yokohama also supply some 
teachers for the Mission Sunday-school, but 


the young men of Japan have not come to | jng much to train the girls in athletic work 


an appreciation of the importance and oppor- 





| 


tunity of Sunday-school teaching, and have | 


been trained to consider themselves superior 
to it. But the young men in the theological 
seminaries go out regularly to this work, and 
Bible classes of young men are a feature of 
the Christian church schools. 

All of these Christian educational schools 
for young men and women are trained daily 
in some Bible lesson, and are acquiring a 
good knowledge of the Bible itself. In these 
schools a good percentage of the young men 


| become Christians before leaving school, and 





a still larger percentage of the girls. In one 
school to-day twelve were baptized, twelve 
received on probation, and fifteen into full 
membership. 

These splendid educational institutions 
throughout Japan, under Christian control, 
are fitting hundreds, thousands of young peo- 
ple for business, the home, and the church, 





have a high standard of work, and are solv- 
ing some of the problems as to Japan’s future, 
The graduates are sought for by Japanese 
business men, 

And the girls are becoming more inde- 


pendent through their present practically uni-- 


versal education in Japan, and are not anxious 
for the married life which makes them fre- 


quently slaves to their mother-in-law and the 


rest of the relatives, _One young man re- 
marked that it was difficult to get a good wife 
in Japan now, as the girls were getting so 
‘*high color,’’ as he termed it; that is, bet- 
ter educated and more independent. 

About one hundred and fifty of these in- 
teresting Japanese girls were at a service to- 


| day—one-half of them with hair loose down 


their backs—an earnest, attractive company, 
fitting themselves to make home life in Japan 
a Christian home life. 

* * x x 


This is Christmas day in Japan. It seems 
strange to be away from Brooklyn and the 
Christmas school gatherings to-day, but 
there is a cable that binds Japan to America, 
and over this link we have sent our Christ- 
mas and New Year greetings to you, and 
we are imagining ourselves with you in all 
the joy of Christmas gatherings. 

Christmas is observed very largely in 
Japan now in Christian homes, and Christ- 
mas decorations are frequent. Since the 
Christian soldiers proved their loyalty and 
splendid heroism in the late war, and after 
the noble service rendered by the Young 
Men’s Christian Association army posts, and 
by Christian women in hospitals and at sta- 
tious in supplying comforts for the soldiers, 
Christianity has a larger welcome here. And 
the emperor’s recognition of the good work 
by the gift of 20,000 yen to the Young Men’s 
Christian Association has done untold good 
in Japan. 

The girls all have a forward stoop, which 
is quite fashionable here. This enables 
them to bow with much grace, their fore- 
heads touching the ground in extreme cases, 
This stoop also helps the Cradle Roll de- 
partment of the home, which has a proud 
place upon the backs of the girls and boys of 
the home. Yes, even the boys carry their 
little brothers or sisters on their backs, held 
on by a large shawl. And we have stopped 
in wonder many times to see some little girl 
looking not. bigger than our youngest pri- 
mary children walking along with a heavy 
baby strapped on. You would think their 
little backs would break under these bur- 
dens. Perhaps I told you that these chil- 
dren bring their little brothers and sisters in 
this fashion to Sunday-school with them, par- 
ticularly in the Sunday-schools made up of 
the children gathered in from the streets. 

Speaking of the Japanese bend of the girls, 
our religious girls’ schools in Japan are do- 


and sports. The physical training of Japa- 
nese girls has not been considered the proper 
thing in the past. The girls preferred to 
stay at home, or in school, and to sit on their 
1ice mats. Now the Japanese maidens are 
enjoying outdoor sports as much as the lads, 
are straightening up, and the Field Day for 
the young-ladies of the Methodist schools at 
Tokyo is one of the city’s great events. The 
result of this increased physical training of 
Japanese young people is an increasing stat- 
ure. 

Baseball is the great sport for the boys 
and young men, good American baseball, 
and it made me feel more at home as I 
watched these Japanese ball tossers in the 
excitement of a game. They throw all de- 


| corum to.the winds in this game just as we 


do. This is just an instance of the way the 
Japanese people are modeling after our 
American ways, and the influence of Amer- 




















LESSON FOR MARCH 31 (x Cor. 15 : 12-21, 55-58) 











In the Sunrise Kingdom 





ica is very strong here. It has been re- 
marked here that if the people in America 
were: as Christian as the missionary 
type here, if the visitors to Japan from Amer- 
ica were truly Christian, it would not take 
japan long to be thoroughly Christianized. 

spoke last night at a Japanese Christmas 
entertainment at which one thousand were 
present, fully five hundred of them young 
men from the Imperial University and other 
advanced schools. As I told them of. the 
deep interest of our young om of America 
in Japan, they vigorously applauded. And 
they, at my suggestion, sent back to the 
Sunday-school young people of America 
their greetings by raising their arms above 
their heads, clasping their hands together in 
that position, and then shook them well. 
This was a new form of salute to them, an 
American variety, and they enjoyed it heartily, 

That Christmas entertainment, by the way, 
began at 6.30 P.M., and when I left it after 
eleven o’clock, was still going on, nearly 
five hours in length. There were forty-five 
different numbers, some of them quite long, 
and the people stayed to the last, some 
standing all that time. The Japanese are 
very fond of stories told or acted with a good 
moral to them, and all of the entertainment 
in song, speaking or acted allegory, had a 
religious or moral lesson in it, and they list- 
ened with keen appreciation of all the points 
made, and laughed or applauded generously. 
How I wished I could transfer a small sec- 
tion of the entertainment to Bushwick Avenue 
Sunday-school. The primary class, dressed 
in their pretty kimonas; the boys in their 
Japanese costume, with their earnest recita- 
tions and dialogs, and the older girls, a bunch 
of whom took part, looking very pretty in- 
deed with their dark hair flowing loosely 
about their shoulders, each wearing a coronet 
of gold paper, surmounted by a star. A 
part of their entertainment was an allegory, 
founded on Pilgrims’ Progress, It was 
called the ‘*‘ Way of Salvation.”? Three 
boys, with their big loads on their backs, 
came up to the gate. They were questioned 
by St. Peter, passed the gate with their 
loads, but before they reached the platform, 
on which were arranged the small children 
representing the purity of heaven, and the 
young ladies representing the angel company. 
The men with loads were halted. 
represented wealth, another sin, etc. <A 





| 





and said, ‘‘ Be thou clean,’’ and it is Chris- 
tianity to-day that is doing most for these 
outcasts of society. 

A few mornings ago I saw a large com- 
pany of men who were elaborately dressed, 
with many streamers, and a band, They 
were to parade the streets to advertise a new 
saloon or saki shop. Saki is the Japanese 
wine made from rice. You do not notice 
much drunkenness in Japan, although the 
consumption of liquors, particularly beer, is 
said to on the increase, and one notices 
with sorrow the growth of these breweries. 
But the temperance cause is strong here also. 
It is headed by Mr. Arndo, an earnest Chris- 
tian, ‘attached to the Japanese Consular 
service, formerly Consul General to Shanghai. 
He has refused opportunities of advancement 
in the Japanese service that would carry him 
away from his devotion to the temperance 
work, ; 

And Mr. Arndo is but one of many splendid 
Japanese Christians who stand high in popu- 
jar regard. I heard, another Saturday even- 
ing, a Mr. Arimo, president of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, who was in 
charge of the prison work in Tokio, and was 
so earnest in his endeavors to lead the pris- 
oners to Christ that the Buddhists brought 
pressure on the government to have him re- 
moved, That was ten years ago; now he 
has charge of the prison work at Yokohama, 
has associated with him Christian helpers, 
and is seeking to reform the prisons, He 
says, and says truly, that law will not make 
people honest, or prisons make them good ; 
that there is only one thing that will make a 
man good, and that is the love of Christ. 
And in the address at the Christmas enter- 
tainment at the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation he said in substance : ‘* Those of you 
who do not know of Christianity can find 
evidence of its truth in the Bible, and those 
of you who know Christ do not need to be 
persuaded.’’ 

And that Bible he referred to is having a 
great sale here. Dr. Loomis of the Bible 
Society, told me his sales here the last two 
months were double what they were a year 
ago. Korea has disposed of twenty thousand 
Bibles since July, and they have exhausted 
the supply. 

This is a great change in the memory of 


One load | men now living, Dr. Hepburn and Dr. 


Davis, who had the Bible translated and 


man with a book explained that they could not | printed in secret at the risk of their lives, 
come in with their sin-burdens, and they’*And the Japanese children are being well | 


consented to part with them. 


They then 


drilled in the schools, I have seen, in memor- 


took their stand with the goodly company. | zing these Scriptures. 


The primary children sang, ‘‘ We will all | _____ 


sing Hallelujah ;’’ the large girls, ‘* Hark, 
the Herald Angels Sing,’’ and all sang with 
the hidden angel choir in the gallery, ‘‘ I am 
so glad that my Father in heaven.’’ 


| 


This | 


entertainment was held in a Japanese-Cana- | 


dian Methodist Sunday-school,—a_ well- 


managed school, of which one of their judges | 


is superintendent. 


Near the close of the evening, a Japanese | 


blind man came to me to talk about improv- 
ing the condition of the blind people in 
Japan. ‘There are a great many blind peo- 
ple in Japan. 
that the little children are exposed so much 


whistle to warn passers-by and vehicles, and 





The Whole Family 
Mother Finds a Food for Grown-ups and 
Children as Well 


Food that can be eaten with relish 
and benefit by the children as well as the 


older members of the family makes a | 


pleasant household commodity. 
Such a food isGrape-Nuts. It notonly 


| agrees with and builds up children, but 
| older persons who, from bad habits of 
, eating, have become dyspeptics. 


Some think the reason to be | 


A Philadelphia lady, after being bene- 


| fited herself, persuaded her husband to 
to the glaring sun when carried about upon | 


the backs of their little nurses or mothers. | 
You meet these blind people everywhere. | 
As they walk along the roads, they blow a 


| bowels. 


at night the blind shampooers and massagers | 


—for they are given a monopoly of this busi- 
ness—go about the streets seeking business, 
uttering the peculiar cry by which their 
presence is known. Christian people are 
doing much for these blind folks. 


many bridges across the canals in this ‘* Ven- 
ice of Japan,’’ are found the lepers, which 
sadden the heart of visitors to fair Japan. 
These beg for the copper coins, a rin or a 
sen. 
advanced cases, they are placed in leper 
homes and hospitals. Here, again, Chris- 
tians have led in caring for these unfortu- 
nates. 


these homes. These lepers are found in 
larger numbers in the seaport cities than in 
the interior. The copper coins are handled 
with care because of the fear that lepers may 
have had them. 


try Grape-Nuts for stomach trouble. She 
writes : 


‘About eight years ago I had a severe | 


attack of congestion of stomach and 
From that time on I had to be 
very careful about eating, as nearly 
every kind of food then known to me 
seemed to cause pain. 


| hee 
“Four years ago I commenced to use paNAl are necessary for the comin 


Grape-Nuts. 


| ter, and from that time I seldom have 
By the wayside, and especially at the 


Their condition is hopeless, and in | 


The ladies of Yokohama were pro- | 
viding a Christmas entertainment for one of 


Yet Christ touched a leper, | 


been without it; have gained in health 
and strength, and am now heavier than 
I ever was. 

‘* My husband was also in a bad con- 








dition—his stomach became so weak | 


that he could eat hardly anything with 
comfort. I got him to try Grape-Nuts, 


and he soon found his stomach trouble | 


had disappeared. 
‘* My girl and boy, 3 and 9 years old, do 


not want anything else for breakfast but | 


Grape-Nuts, and more healthy children 
cannot be found.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. Read 
the little booklet, ‘‘The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a reason,” 
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Foremost among aids to the study of the International Sunday- 
School Lessons is the splendid Monthly Magazine (64 to 96 pages) 


THE PILGRIM TEACHER 


AND SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTLOOK 


For 1997 it will make a book of over 800 pages of matter invaluable to Sunday-school teachers, and con- 
in no other book or paper published. 75 cts. a year, or 60 cts. to schools in quantities. 


Special Offer for One Month 


following splendid bargain to all Sunday-school teachers. We will send Tue Pitcrim 
TEACHER to any address for one year for 75 cents, and on receipt of 25 cents additional, 


scription tb Tne Prrems Tazcnex, We Will Send Absolutely Free 
TARBELL’S SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
TEACHER’S GUIDE FOR 1907 
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To add at once 10,000 new sub- 
scribers, we have decided to offer the 


School Lessons. Large 8vo, 6X9 
pages, handsomely bound in cloth. illus- 


s and photographs. Regular price, $1.25. 


roval. If you like them, 
f not, notify us immediately, 
of the ‘Teacher Free. 





‘2 for +1 


Pilgrim Teacher and Sunday School 
Outlook for one year, and Tarbell’s 
Teachers’ Guide for 1907, postpaid, 


‘1.00 








14 Beacon Street, 
BOSTON. 


THE PILGRIM PRESS 


175 Wabash Avenue, 
CHICAGO. 














WHAT IS FAITH? 
Heb. Xiz1 


That great definition may have been 
clear to the people of King James’ day; 
but it is very obscure to the people of our 
day. That text, in the old version, does’ 
not tell us what the Bible writer meant. 


American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


makes his meaning per- 
fectly plain. In the same 
careful and scholarly 
way, the thirty years’ 
work of the American 
Revision Committee has 
made a thousand other 
texts plain to plain 
people. 


SEND FOR OUR FREE BOOKLET, 
“How We Got Our American Standard Bible” 

It will be of great interest to you. 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Publishers 
37a East 18th St., New York 


Bible publishers for 50 years 














OXFORD MAPS 


By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. 


The maps of PALESTINE and of EGYPT and 
Sunday-school 
These, with our mapsof WESTERN ASIA 





ssons. 


I grew stronger and bet- | and ST. PAUL’S TRAVELS, will cover all biblical 


geography. ‘These maps are kept up to the most re- 
cent discoveries, and are accepted authority among 
students, Special terms for the maps as a set. 


OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, OXFORD, OHIO. 


LEADERS OF ISRAEL 


By Professor George L. Robinson, Ph.D., 
of McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago. 
The author has “‘ endeavored to correlate about some 
twenty-four outstanding ‘ Leaders’ the principle events 
of Old_‘Testament History.”’ Arranged chronologic- 
ally. Unusually valuable maps and charts. A book 
for the Bible class and private student. 
Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. Postpaid. 
The International Committee of 
Young Men’s Christian Associations 
Bancroft Building, New York, N.Y. 
DEGREE COURSES AT HOME. Write Pres. C. 
J. Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 








Send ten cents for a sample set of The 
Sunday School Times Lesson Pictures 


CLASS MAPS 


Old Testament, New Testament, Holy 

Land, St. Paul’s Travels, All Bible Lands, 
erusalem. ll six arranged on neat 

roller, with a handle at each end, printed on 
heavy bond paper, mounted on muslin. Each 
map is 16X24 inches. Price, including case and 
six charts, $2.65. prepaid. Price per single 
map, 50 cents, postpaid. 
LARGE SIZE, 40 INCHES X 60 INCHES. 

rinted on heavy bond paper, lithographed in 
six colors, mounted on special canvas with 
rollers top and bottom, £2-9. prepaid. 

The price of the set of five Charts, with stand, 
is $1. 0, a. 

“he seven Charts, including the five above 
mentioned and Journeys of our Lord and Jeru- 
salem, with stand, is $1 .80, prepaid. 

WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR. 


249 °° 
MacCalla & Co., Inc., Philadetphta: J 











THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE 


LEN 


A new collection of Gospel 
Hymns for Sunday evening, 
Sunday-school, Prayer-meet- 
ing, and Evangelistic Services, 
By I. H. Meredith and 
Grant Colfax Tullar 
SINGLE COPY, 35 CENTS, 
POSTPAID. 
Returnable sample on request 
of pastors or Sunday-schoool 
superintendents, 


Tullar-Meredith Co.. 148 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 

















BOOK OF PRAYERS 
Complete Manual of several hundred 
terse, pointed, appropriate Prayers for 
use in Church, Prayer Meetings, Young 
People’s Society, Sunday Schools, Mis- 
sionary, Grace and Sentence Prayers. 

uestion of How and What to Pray in 
ublic fully covered by model, sug- 
4 gestive and devout Prayers. Vest Pkt. 
size, 128 pages, Cloth 25c, Morocco 35c, 
postpaid stamps taken; Agts Wanted. 
E0. W. NOBLE, Lakeside Bidg, Chicago 


SEND FOR COMPLETE 


SYNOPSIS OF 
BIBLE STUDY 


Of great value to all students of the Word. Free on 
application to 


Scofield Bible Correspondence School 
Room 930. 150 Nassau Street, New York 


PIECES TO SPEAK 


Original recitations for school and home. Pure in 
sentiment, graceful in diction, original in conception, 
and eloquent in expression. ‘Twenty-five numbers, 
Among them are the following for: Little Boys, 
Little Girls, Little Children, Sunday-school, 
Temperance, Humorous, Decoration Day, 
Church Entertainments, Parior Recitals, 
Sketches of Western Life, Sketches of Eastern 
Life, etc. Price, 10 cents each. Six one cents. Ask 


for fulllist. A. FLANAGAN COMPANY, Chicago. 


iRead Prudential ANfimen: 
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THE BUTCHER 
Y SPOT |e *. 





This is the Butcher of Spotless Town, 

His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
For folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no appetizer like cleanly 
surroundings. hat is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 

















erry 
are not an experi- 
ment, but with proper culti- 
vation, they assure success 
from the start. Users have no 
doubts at planting nor disap- 
pointments y rs Get 


for biggest, surest, best crope— 
at el Famous for over 
soyears. 1907 Seed 
free on request. 
D. M. FERRY & CO., 
Detroit, Mich. 


Anaual 





INDIVIDUAL 


Communion Service 


Many materials, 
Man igns. 
for illus- 
trated catalogue 
No. 21. Mention 
name of church 
and number of 
communicants, 


GEO. H. SPRINGER, Mer. 
256-258 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 























individual Communion 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, March 31, 1907. Home Mis- 
sions; The progress of the Afro- 
American. (Psa. 116: 16-19). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—We are lights ( Matt. 5 : 13-16). 

‘lUEs.—Our country first (Matt. 10: I-15). 

WED.—Expect discouragement (Mark 4 : 
14-20). 

THURS,— : eter a home missionary (Acts 


? 32-35). 
FRi—The: Al aa bebe the weak (Rom. 15 : 
1-5). 
SaT.—Giving systematically (1 Cor. 
1-3). 


16: 











Name some missionary organizations work- 
me endes the negroes. 
ention prominent negro educational in- 
stitutions. 
Give statistics of the numbers, illiteracy, and 
crime among negroes. 


HE presence of the negro in America 
is a problem. So is the presence 
of the white man. And there are 


problem than some negroes. And the 
problem of the negrois no more hopeless 
than the problem of the white man. 
This is a good principle to begin with. 
God made the black man as well as the 
white man, and he doubtless had as 
e a reason in one case as in the other. 

either race gave itself its skin, and 
neither race need feel either pride or 
lowliness over the color of that skin. Thre 
blood inside is the same color, and the 
same Saviour died for all. 


The negrorace has been making steady 
progress. The illiteracy of the negro 
males of voting age has been reduced 
in the Southern States from 88 per cent 
in 1890 to 52 percentinrgoo. Referring 
to the statistics of the United States 
census for 1900, Booker Washington 
observes ‘‘ Here is the unique fact that 
from a penniless population just out of 
slavery, 372,414 owners of houses have 
emerged, and of these 255,156 are known 
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ntroduced in- SENT FOR TRIAL 
vititaal service, make the best and supply over 4,000 
satisfied . They never go back to the old 
Send for free catalogue. 








Sanitary Communion Outfit Co. 7th St.Rochester,N.Y. 
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ASTINGS Co. 
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to own their houses absolutely free of 
encumbrance.” In t1g00 there were 
732,362 farms operated by negroes in the 
South. 150,000 southern negroes now 
own their own farms, and 28,000 more 
are recorded as part owners.” Says Mr. 
Murphy in ‘‘Problems of the Present 
South.” ‘The value of the property in 
all the farms operated by negroes at the 
South was $169,506,555. In more than 
half the counties of Virginia, over 70 per 
cent of the negro farmers are owners or 
managers, and in 33 counties of the 


| State the proportion is over 80 per cent.” 


| 





PHILADELPHIA | 


This is not a retrograding record. 


But the concrete case of one such 
negro as the principal of Tuskegee, the 
best known colored man in America, is 
evidence of enough of the capacity of 
| the race for progress and service. ‘I 
have learned” says he in ‘Up from 
Slavery’ that success is to be measured 
not so much by the position that one has 
reached in life as by the obstacles which 
he has overcome while trying to succeed. 
Looked at from this standpoint, I almost 
reach the conclusion that often the 
negro boy’s birth and connection with 
an unpopular race is an advantage, so 
far as real life is concerned. With few 
exceptions, the negro youth must work 
harder and must perform his tasks even 
better than a white youth in order to 
secure recognition. But out of the hard 
and unusual struggle through which he 
is compelled to pass, he gets a strength, 
a confidence, that one misses whose 
pathway is comparatively smooth by 
reason of birth and race. 

‘*From any point of view, I had rather 
be what I am, a member of the negro 
race, than be able to claim membership 
with the most favored of any other race. 


| [have always been made sad when I have 
| heard members of any race claiming 


| rights and privileges, or certain badges 
of distruction, on the ground simply that 
they were members of this or that race, 
regardless of their own individual worth 
or attainments.” 


Aunt Abby’s First Easter 


(Continued from page 139) 


came into my mind the verse in the Bible 
about. the women coming ‘ very early in 
the morning at the rising of the sun’ to 
the sepulcher of our Lord. And just 
then I heard music. It came from the 
building where the Episcopals held their 
meetings, right close to the burying- 
ground. ‘Twas singing, and though it 





some white men who constitute a greater | 


was soft and sweet, I could hear every 
| word plain. The first thing that came 
| to my ears was, ‘He is not here, not 
-here; he is not here.’ I don’t know 
| myself why those words struck me so. 
They’ re in the Bible, and I'd read them 
dozens of times. Maybe it was because 
| everything was so still, and I had thought 
I was all alone, the only person awake 
in all the place, but anyway those words 
seemed to be spoke, or sung, to me my- 
self, and nobody else, and they seemed 
to have a terrible meaning. I started 
up, and I says to myself,—I don’t know 
but T said it out loud, ‘Not here! the 
Lord is not here /’ And soft, soft, but 
real clear and sweet, I heard the words 
again in a sort of chant like, ‘He is not 
here, not here. Why seek ye the living 
among the dead ?’ 

‘«] dropped down again on the ground 
by my baby’s grave, and covered up my 
eyes. In one quick minute I seemed to 
see the truth, and to know what I had 
been doing, and, more, what I had been 
leaving undone. "Twas just as if some 
big stone had been rolled away that had 
hid the truth, and I could see,—could 
see something, but not all. ‘ Not here,’ 
I says to myself,—‘not where I have 
spent these long months, not in this 
solemn place I’ve set so much by and 
made so iair and sweet. Then where, 
oh, just tell me, where is the Lord ? For 
you have taken him away, and I don't 
know where you have laid him.’ And 
the sweet singing went on chanting-like 
again, ‘He is risen, he is risen,’ I 
looked up, way up, as far away from 
that little heaped-up grave as I could 
look, into the blue sky with the sort of 
pinky light over it, and it seemed so far 
away. I cried out, ‘‘Oh! what shall I 
do?’ 
chanting out the answer, ‘Go, 
brethren. 


Go, quickly,’ they were sing- 
ing. ‘Go, tell my disciples.’ 
stood. How could I help it? What! 
notice had I taken of His disciples, his 
brethren, all these last months? They'd | 
gone hungry, untaught, uncomforted, for 
all me. And now, oh! was it too late ? 
And the voices went on, ‘ Behold, he 
goeth before you into Galilee, there shall 
ye see him.’ And the tears—such 
ashamed ones, but almost glad too, as I 
heard those words, and felt there was 
another chance for me yet—came a- 
streaming down my face. I took that 
chance. I say it very humbly. I took 
up my work again, leaving my Dannie 
and his little grave to the Lord’s care. I 
learnt my boys in Sabbath-school again, 


I worked for the missionary box, I visited | 


amongst the poor and the sick and the 
sorry, and I can tell you, very humbly, 
I said before, but very thankful, in 


as 


the Bible words, as I ‘went to tell his | — 


disciples, behold, Jesus met’ me. 
‘«] found afterwards it was Easter | 
Sunday, and I learnt all about the day | 


and what 'twas kept for, and, Congrega- | . 
tional as I am, you know, I’ve kept it | 


ever since. 


chanting, as they call it, the story of that 
first rising, the Lord’s resurrection. It: 
wasn't the regular anthem the Episco- | 
pals use that day, but one the minister 
had got up and learnt them, and they 


were using that day for the first time. 


Do you think I don’t know why they 
were led to sing it that morning ? Do | 
you think I hold that it only just hap- 
| pened so ?"’ 


(Lesson for March 31) MARCH 16, 1907 
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IN GOLD 


$5 FOR A NAME 


In view of the fact that so far no suitable name 
has been suggested for our new Sunday-school 
book to be sued October 1, 1907, we have 
extended the prize contest to MAY 1, 1907. 


THE ABOVE AMOUNT WILL BE 
DIVIDED INTO THREE PRIZES OF 


$25.00, $15.00, and $10.00 





And right away I heard the voices | 
tell my | 


I under- | 


I found out too that the) 
singing that morning was the children | 


ROME 


In order to qualify, send in a suitable title and 
35 cents for an advance copy of the book. 











|§ ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC COMPANY 
1226 Arch Street, - - Philadelphia 
| 
SACRED 
Ss 
| Words and music complete, with portrait of the author 
12 CARDS, ALL DIFFERENT, 25 CENTS. 


sae 
38h POOL CARDS 
Such songs as ‘‘ Does Jesus Sage by Hall; ** He’s 


the One,” by Bpckay ¢ ** Able to Save,” Dr. Chap- 
man; ** As the Da 7, Breaks, Miles, etc., etc. 25 
cents for set of 12. e have five different sets. 


A New Sunday-School Attendance Record. 
The best system ever devised. Send tor plan and 
explanation. 





‘Hall-Mack Co, {Seraverts i Ath Axe 
| 9Q MISSION 
GIPSY SMITH’S ‘ss! 





Including CHURCH HYMNS and GOSPEL SONGS 

The newest Sacred Songs, the famous Welsh Re- 
vival Songs, and 400 others used by the Great English 
Revivalist. Boards, $25; cloth, $30 per hundred; 
30 cents and 35 cents by mail. 


| The Bigiow & Main Co., New York or r Chicago 





'SUMMER VACATION IN 
‘Egypt and Palestine 


These most interesting countries are not impossible 
in the summer months. That impression has given 
way before the enthusiasm of those who have availed 
| themselves of the usual vacation period. 

We will take you to Jerusalem in comfort during 
July and August. Sail June 29th. Return September 


19th. Write for announcement. “4 se 
Beacon St., 
H.W. . Dunning G Co., 50 STON. 
World’s S. S. Convention, 
1907. First-class tour, only 


All expenses. $160 
Rev. L. D. Temple, Watertown 'S., Mass. — 
All different, Corea, ‘China, n.. 
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50 per gent, Sy free. 
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i Babylonian Light on the Old Testament 





HE light shed upon the Old Testa- 
ment by Assyrian and Babylonian 
discoveries is so wide-reaching 

and so penetrating that generations will | 
be required to register, study and ap- 
raise its effects. It must be viewed 
roi hundreds of angles and every ray | 
as tenderly directed and utilized as the | 
nurseryman, seeking every advantage 
for his tender and beautiful plants, | 
watches God’s precious sunlight in his | 
glass houses. 

The number of books already written 
upon Assyriology and the Old Testa- 











Multiplication Table. 
(18x1=18, etc.) 





ment is amazing, and their stream dries 
not, nor is weary. Here is another, 
very different from many of its predeces- 
sors, because written with adequate 
knowledge and under most favorable 
circumstances, It is entitled ‘* Light on | 
the Old Testament from Babel,” and is 

by Dr. Albert T. Clay, Assistant Pro- | 
fessor of Semitic Philology and Archae- | 
ology, and Assistant Curator of the | 
Babylonian Section, Department of 
Archaeology, University of Pennsyl- 
vania (The Sunday School Times Co., 
437 pages, 125 illustrations, $2 net, post- 
paid). The author has first-hand knowl- 
edge of the whole range of Assyrian and 
Babylonian inscriptions. He is an expert 
decipherer of the original texts; indeed | 





Dr. Clay is not repeating in parrot 
fashion what other archaeologists or 
apologists have said. He has his own 
original point of view, and the courage 
to state it. But there is another differ- 
ence. His book, without missing what 
other expeditions have produced, en- 
riches our store of explanatory material 
by utilizing the immense mass of in- 
scription material secured from Nippur 
by the University of Pennsylvania. For 


| these two reasons this book is needed by 


every man who wishes to be well in- 
formed on the relations of Assyriology 
and the Old Testament even if he pos- 
sesses all the previous literature on the 
subject by Schrader, Sayce, Hummel, 
Pinches, Hilprecht, Ball and Driver. 
The book is admirably balanced ; is free 
from any ill-natured criticism of op- 
ponents, and wears all the way through 
a sane, sober and kindly spirited aspect. 
It glows with love for the Scriptures, 


| defends them as Dr. Clay understands 
| them, breaks gently with some traditional 


interpretations (for example on the anti- 
quity of man) and quietly supports 
reasonable views of inspiration and 
revelation. Here and there the book is 
pretty hard reading, demanding rather 
more acquaintance with philology or at 


the ordinary reader is likely to possess 
(see, for example, Chapter ro, The Name 
Jahweh in Cuneiform Literature). This 
is a good fault. It will incite some 
earnest youth to plunge in a bit deeper, 
and search aftera larger knowledge than 
he now possesses. 

There is, perhaps, no chapter in the 


| book more needed than chapter 2, The 
| Great Antiquity of Man. 


Popular no- 
tions on that subject need both clarify- 
ing and stimulating, and this chapter 
does both very effectively. Of course 
one need not agree with all the conclu- 
sions of the book. Of such differences 
perhaps the most important is the ques- 
tion of the date of the Exodus, which 
Professor Clay would locate about 1450 
B. C. He would accept Thotmes III 
(1503-1449) as the Pharaoh of the Op- 


pression. He frankly informs us that: 
‘* With exceedingly few exceptions 


schplars and the general student’”’ ac- 
cept Rameses II as the Pharaoh of the 
Oppression. He argues lucidly against 
RamesesII. Yet the arguments against 





Workmen removing the pavement containing bricks with the titles of Sargon and Naram-Sin. 


heis one of the most skilled, accurate.and | 
successful deciphers now living. This is 
exactly the sort of popularizer the world | 
needs, a man dealing at first hand, and 
not at second or third, with almost every | 
thing that he touches. The book which he 
has produced resembles its numerous 
predecessors in this, that it discusses the 
light which Assyriology has to shed on 
the Creation and Deluge stories, on Gen- | 
esis 14, and on the general broad sweep | 
of Israel’s history. It is different from 
its predecessors in that it views all this | 
light from a new individual angle. 


Baer 


the now generally dominant theory are 
not likely to be successful. 

The book is beautifully illustrated, 
many of the illustrations appearing for 
the firsttime. Those accompanying this 
review, which are taken from the book, 
show what the reader has instore. The 


| volume is also exceedingly well printed, 


and the proof-reading well done, with 
the exception of some errors that will 
undoubtedly be corrected in later edi- 
tions, and which do not detract from the 
sincere praise here awarded a most use- 
ful, able and timely book. 


















N EMINENTLY FAIR PROPOSITION 


Make your selection of one of the volumes of this great work 


AN EXPOSITION OF THE BIBLE 


and let us send it to you postpaid on examination for ten days. 1{ you then desire the balance 
of the set, we will forward it by prepaid express, and you can send the cash price, $10.00, in thirty days. 
If you wish the set on the monthly plan, send $1.00, and we will at once forward the remaining five 
volumes by prepaid express, and you can pay $1.00 a month for eleven months, making $12.00 as com- 
plete payment } i 
if atter examining the advance volume you conclude you would not desire the work, notify us by 
postal, and we will send stamps for its return. 
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BIBLE BIBLE | BIBLE 
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Our own knowledge of the merits and popularity of this valuable modern Bible expo- 
sition and the large number of glowing testimonials received from grateful purchasers lead 
us to make readers of The Sunday School Times the above fair and very liberal proposition. 

Strongly and Handsomely Bound in Genuine Buckram Cloth. 

Each volume measures 104% X74%X1% inches. Complete number of pages, 5,261. 


THE EMINENT AUTHORS OF THESE EXPOSITIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

Genesis, St. John, First Corinthians, Marcus Dops D D_ Exodus, St. Mark. G. A. Cuapwick, D.D. 
viticus. S$. H. Kettocc, D.D Numbers, Judges, Ruth, Job, R A. Watson, D.D Deuteronomy 
Anprew Harper, D.1). Joshua, First and Second Samuel, W G. Biarkiz, D.D., LL.D First and 
Seeond Kings, Daniel, DEAN fF W Farrar, DD First and Second Chronicles, W.H Bennett, M.A, 
tzra, Nehemiah, Esther, Song of Solomon, Lamentations W F. Avrenry, M.A. _ Psalms, Colossians, 
Philemon, ALEXANDER MACLAREN, DD _ Proverbs R F Horton, D.D. Ecclesiastes, SAMUEL 
Cox, D,D, Isaiah, Twelve Minor Prophets, GeorGe Apam Smitn, DD., LL.D. Jeremiah, C J 
Bai, M.A. Ezekiel, JouN SKINNER, M A St Matthew, J] Munro Gipson, D.D. St. Luke, HENRY 
Burton, M.A. Acts of the Aposties,G T Srokes, DD. Romans, H. C. G. Moute, D.D. Second 
Corinthians, ‘hessalonians. JAMES DenNEy, D.D Galatians Ephesians, E.G. Finpvtay, 1).D. _Phi- 
lippians, RopertT Rainey, D.1). First and Second Timothy, ‘litus, James, Jude, A. Plummer, D D, 

ebrews, C. T. Epwarvs. D.D First and Second Peter R. Lumby, D.D. First, Second and Third 
John, W. ALExanpver, D.D. Revelation, W Muitiican, D. 

The Scriptures are analyzed, illuminated, and interpreted in a graphic and thoroughly interesting 
manner. ‘The highest order of scholarship is manifested throughout the entire work, and it is written in 
a style that is essentially popular and positively fascinating. 

The knowledge imparted through this work cannot be overestimated. It is an invaluable aid to 
Ministers, Expositors, leachers, and Students of the Bible. 


We deliver this set to any point for $10.00 cash, or for $12.00 
on the monthly plan, $1.00 each month for twelve months 


The S. S. SCRANTON CO., Book Publishers 


Established 1866, HARTFORD, CONN. 














Ms oa BOY'S 









a 


\ Wawel, 
—— 


- 


ATION ABROA 


1BY C.F.KING, dr. 
























A DIARY COVERING A.SIE WEEKS’ TOUR OF FUROPE, WRITTEN IN AN 
EASY BRIGHT, ENTERTUNING STHLE BY A 1e-VEAR-OLD SCHOOLBOY 
ON HIS FIRST VISIT TO THE OLD WORLD sn 
+3. THE BOSTON LOBE "AND OTHER METROPOLITAN NEWSPAPERS 
DECLARE. THAT AS A BOOK OF TRAVEL IT IS A TRUE REVELATION == 


NOT A DULL MOMENT 'n tHe BOOK 


LITE OW BOARD ENGLISH, ITALIAN AND RUSSIAN STEAMSHIPS AND 
OW EUROPEAN TRAINS DESCRIBED IVA GLEEFUL, BOVISH MANNER. 
ALL THE POINTS OF INTEREST AND THE SWGHTS OF EUROPE MAY 
BE SEEN AND ENJOYED BY A READING OF THIS UNIQUE BOOK. 


NOTHING LIKE IT EVER PRINTED BEFORE 


Lonvon.Paris,Luzerne. Tne Aups, Arnens Ann Constantinopre Take On A 
New Cuarm Wuen Descripen In Tis Younc Autoor’s Easy, Boyuxe, Spicy Stvte. 
A BOYS VACATION ABROAD /s a book that will be enjoyed alike Ly old and young. 
—— ILLUSTRATED WITH 66 SPLENDID PICTURES REPRODUCED 

C-F-KinG.dr.] FROM SNAPSHOTS MADE BY THE AUTHOR. 
i The hook is printed upon Irish linen hond paper, deckle-edge, hound 

in ted silk with gold mountings and typed with gold. = + 

On sale at all bookstores. or sent postpaid on receipt of price. $150 


THE C.M.CLARK PUBLISHING Co. BosTon , MASS. 



































Our Lord’s Messengers 





When a bank wishes to collect an ac- 
count, the president does not personally 
call on the debtor, 
but he sends an ac- 
credited messenger, 
who receives the 
money in the name 
of the bank. So 
when Christ wishes 
his children to liqui- 
date part of their 
debt of gratitude— 
and all we have and 
are and hope to be 
we owe to Him—he 
sends to us an ac- 
credited messenger, 
in the person of 
“fone of the least 
of my brethren,” 
and says, “‘Inas- 
much as ye do it 
unto one of these, 
ye do it unto me.” 

The starving Chi- 
nese men, women 
and children — with emaci- 
ated hands stretched forth 





Dear Meitican Friend, 
Give Me a Few Grains of Rice 


Please 








Ones Will You Give Life 


as an Easter Gift? 
10 CENTS A DAY will save a small family 


20 Cents will save a life for a week 

$1 will save a family of five for a week 
$5 will save six lives for a month 

$10 may keep a family over the pinch 
$100 will save a small community 


AREA OF FAMINE DIS- P 
TRICT z t 40,000 sq. miles 








POPULATION of DISTRICT } 15,000,000 
NUMBER DIRECTLY AF-} 19 999,000 


eee ae 
IN DANGER OF DEAT 4,000,000 


FROM STARVATION . 


To How Many Perishing | 


Read Matthew 25: 31-40 


When the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
glory: . . . And he shall set the sheep on 
his right hand, but the goats on the left. 





Then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world: 


For I was an hungered, and ye gave me 
meat: . . . Naked, and ye clothed me: 


Then shall the righteous answer him, say- 
ing, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, 
and fed thee? or naked, and clothed thee ? 


And the King shall answer and say unto 
them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me, 








erished. So intense is the suffering now 
that parents kill their children by throwing 
them in the rivers, or by administering 
poison, and after this desperate act, they 
take their own lives. 


Many aged people are being drowned to 


half that amount in American money. 
Can we sleep on peaceful pillows, 
When the light of day has fled, 
While across Pacific’s billows 
Many millions starve for bread ? 
Pitying hearts that throb with sorrow, 
By your deeds ye shall be known, 
Give to-day, and ere to-morrow, 
’Twill be carved on God's white throne. 








They Are Looking This Way . 


For many years godly men and women have 
pointed these people to the Saviour, and count- 
less thousands have accepted him and have been 
baptized in the Faith. 
Indeed, the cause of 
Christ is making won- 
drous progress among 
the dense population of 
China, and now that 
disaster has befallen 
them and death is 
threatening them, 
what wonder that they 
are hoping for help 
from this country 
whence hail the mis- 
sionaries, who have 
told them again and 
again the beautiful 
story of one Jesus who 
went about doing good, 
who fed the multi- 
tudes, and whose fol- 
lowers in this prosper- 
ous country are walk- Saye Us or We Perish! 
ing in the footsteps of 
their Master, daily testing their lives by the 
standard he established, and ever asking them- 
selves, What would Jesus do? 


Let Us Help Them Quickly 


And shall they look in vain? Shall they be dis- 
appointed? Shall we lead them to believe that 
our religion is mere profession? Shall we shut up 
the bowels of our compassion and 
tell them that American money 
and American grain are for Ameri- 














pleading for help, belong to 
the category of “‘the least of 
my brethren,’’ and what we 
give to them, helpless, naked 
and hungry, in this the day 
of their direst distress, we 
give as an Easter gift to Him 
who, we believe in ‘“‘ that 
day”’ shall set us on his right 
hand, because when he was 
hungry we fed him and 
when he was naked we 
clothed him. And should we, 
astonished at this mark of 
divine favor, ask, “When saw 
we thee hungry and fed 
thee, and when saw we thee 
naked and clothed thee?*’ he 
will graciously answer us: 
“Inasmuch as ye did unto 
these, the least of my breth- 
ren, ye did it unto me.”’ 
This glorious opportunity 
for making an Easter offer- 
ing in His Name, that shall 
tell both in time, by saving 
life now, and in eternity, by 
receiving life hereafter, is 
open to every reader of The 
Sunday School Times. May 
God graciously incline every 
one to give just now, largely 
and quickly as unto Him. 


litlions at Death’s Door 


Unless America, the land of 
unparalleled prosperity, 








Section of the Great Famine Camp at Tsingkiang-pu, where 450,000 Starving People are Assembled 


cans only—that religion is one 

- thing and charity quite another? 
Or shall we open our hearts, our 
hands, our purses and our granar- 
ies, and in the name of our Master 
bid them share with us the boun- 
ties of our heavenly Father’s good- 
ness ? 


Help or They Perish 


We urge upon every reader to 
help us throw out to these starv- 
ing people the life-line before it is 
too late. Pray that God’s people 
everywhere may realize the im- 
portance and urgency of the case 
and may willingly give, even as 
God has prospered them. 





Young People’s Societies, Ep 
worth Leagues, Christian En- 
deavorers, work earnestly: for 


the night of death threatens to 
enshroud a continent. You can 
give the clouds a silver lining 
and you will do it. This is the 
King’s business. It requires haste. 
Every day’sdelay will prove fatal. 
Let us then be up and doing. 
He that sitteth in the heavens 
watches. His eye is upon us, 
What we do let us doit as unto 
Him, and he that seeth in secret 
and rewardeth openly will bless 
us with an everlasting blessing. 


Let All Join Hands 


Let every community be repre- 
sented. Let every Church, Sunday 
School, Home and Foreign Mis- 
sion Society do its share. Let 
Sunday School Officers, Teachers 
and Scholars vie with each 
other in hastening to the rescue 
of this unfortunate people. This 
is one of the greatest opportuni- 
ties to do good in the Master’s 
name. We are His almoners. He 








speedily sends relief to the 


starving millions of China, the most fright- | prevent their death by the agonies of 
ful tragedy of the Twentieth Century will | 


be enacted,and millions of helpless human 
beings will perish for the want of a crust of 


bread. 


The calamity that has befallen these | 


peaceful, industrious people is not of their 
own creation. Rain fell, as in the days of 
Noah, for forty days without a break; the 
waters overflowed a hundred miles to the 
east and a hundred miles to the west, « 
hundred miles to the north and a hundred 
miles to the south, submerging farms, 
destroying crops, uprooting houses, and 
leaving despair, destruction and starvation 
in their track. God help us to help them! 


Killing the Aged and the Children 


Thus forty thousand square miles were 
subjected to this prolonged deluge, and 





starvation. Everywhere throughout the 
length and breadth of the afflicted prov- 
inces people are dying in the fields, on the 
roads, and in the streets, literally falling 
in their tracks a prey to starvation. These 
deaths foot up in the thousands daily. 


Boys Sell at $2.00; Girls at $3.00 





One of the most pitiful phases is the 


| uncontrollable grief of parents, who, in 


| servitude 


sheer desperation, sell their children for a 
mere pittance, and then, when they real 
ize what they have done, like Rachel of 
old, refuse to be comforted, and plead with 
the purchaser for the restoration of their 
dear ones, offering themselves to undergo 
that their darlings might be 
set at liberty. Actual cases are known 
in which girls have been sold for $3.00 


fifteen millions of people became impov- and boys for $2.00, Mexican, which means 


A Noble and Consistent Record 


Christian America has never yet turned a deaf 
ear to the pitiful cry of agonizing despair. The 
whole world bears eloquent witness to her gener- 
ousand prompt responsiveness to every worthy ap- 
peal, and in this calamity, greater than any yet 
witnessed in the twentieth century, she will un- 
questionably prove herself worthy the noble record 
of the past, and share in generous measure the 





blessed. 


Collection Lists, Slips, Return Envel- 





opes, etec., sent FREE on application. 
| Also instructions on How to Form a Local 
Relief Committee. Address as below. 


gave up all for us, and now 
through these starving ones he claims a share of 
what he has entrusted to our care. Are we 
unjpst stewards? God forbid! 
The Daughters of the King 


There are in every community godly women, 





| sympathetic and kind; consecrated women, who 


abundance wherewith she has been so bountifully | 


long to do good, as they have opportunity, and 
to aid the poor, the suffering and the distressed. 
Wecan look confidently to them for aid at this 
time. They can work, they can speak, they can 
plead, pray and give. May God call them to this 
mission, and graciously prosper the work of their 
hearts and their hands. 

Every contribution for the relief of the 
great Famine in China will be promptly 
acknowledged in Tue Curist1an Heratp. 





160-170 BIBLE HOUSE, 


ADDRESS ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO 


‘The China Famine Relief Fund 


Under the direction of THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 


NEW YORK CITY 
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